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“One well-ordered, well-disciplined family tells more in behalf of Christianity than all sermons that can be 
preached.” Adventist Home, p 32. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one 
flesh.” Genesis 2:24 
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Is It Better To Be Married Or Single? 
 

A.   God performed first marriage 
a. Genesis 2:18-25 - God made Adam a help meet 
b.    Genesis 3:23 - Man to be the provider 
c. Titus 2:3-5 - Woman to be keeper of the home 
d.   1 Corinthians 11:3 - Man head of woman 
e. Genesis 2:24 - Man and woman become one 

B.   Biblical principles to marriage 
a. Matthew 19:5 - Man cleaves to his wife 
b.    2 Corinthians 6:14 - Be not unequally yoked 
c. Ephesians 5:22-24 - Wives being submissive 
d.   Ephesians 5:25-29 - Husband loving wives unconditionally 
e. 1 Peter 3:1-2 - Wives being respectful in behavior 
f. 1 Peter 3:3-6 - Having an appearance of modesty 

C.   Maintain a successful marriage 
a. 1 Peter 3:7 - Husband being understanding of wives 
b.    1 Corinthians 7:4 - Being in agreement with each other 
c. 1 John 4:18 - Having perfect godly love for each other 
d.   Matthew 19:6 - Do not separate what God joined together 
e. Malachi 2:15-16 - Divorce is not of God 
f. Ephesians 5:31 - Two shall be one flesh 

 
Commitment: Friends, if we fail to plan, then we plan to fail. We seem to put more planning and 
preparation in the baking of a cake than we do in getting married.  It seems as if we do not 
understand that there are bitter consequences to marriage blunders. The fact is, marriage has 
eternal consequences. It is an institution that will cause heaven or hell to be our inheritance. As 
with the builder, in respect to the Bible, others looking on will mock and say, "This couple began to 
build and was not able to finish" if the marriage goes sour.  We all know well that there are no 
guarantees in life.  However, if we implement God's standard, we will build on a sure foundation. You 
might have asked yourself the question, "what are those standards. What does one need to know? 
How does someone plan for marriage? What kind of preparation is necessary for a successful 
marriage?" Those are good questions and the answers are found in God's word. Will you accept His 
principles of providing for a happy functioning home? 

 

Blessing or a Curse – It depends on you 
 

 
AH 121 Jesus did not enforce celibacy upon any class of men. He came not to destroy the sacred 
relationship of marriage, but to exalt it and restore it to its original sanctity. He looks with pleasure 
upon the family relationship where sacred and unselfish love bears sway. 

 
RH June 27, 1899 The marriage institution was designed of Heaven to be a blessing to man; but in a 
general sense it has been abused in such a manner as to make it a dreadful curse. Most men and 
women have acted, in entering the marriage relation, as if the only question for them to settle was 
whether they loved each other. But they should realize that a responsibility rests upon them in their 
marriage relation further than this. They should consider whether their offspring will possess 
physical health, and mental and moral strength. But few have moved with high motives, and with 
elevated considerations,--that society had claims upon them which they could not lightly throw off; 
that the weight of their families' influence would tell in the upward or downward scale. 
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4T 503 We are living in the last days, when the mania upon the subject of marriage constitutes one of 
the signs of the near coming of Christ. God is not consulted in these matters. Religion, duty, and 
principle are sacrificed to carry out the promptings of the unconsecrated heart. There should be no 
great display and rejoicing over the union of the parties. There is not one marriage in one hundred 
that results happily, that bears the sanction of God, and places the parties in a position better to 
glorify Him. The evil consequences of poor marriages are numberless. They are contracted from 
impulse. A candid review of the matter is scarcely thought of, and consultation with those of 
experience is considered old-fashioned. 

 
2T 248 He (Satan) is busily engaged in influencing those who are wholly unsuited to each other to 
unite their interests. He exults in this work, for by it he can produce more misery and hopeless woe 
to the human family than by exercising his skill in any other direction. 

 
RH, February 2, 1886 Few have correct views of the marriage relation. Many seem to think that it is 
the attainment of perfect bliss; but if they could know one quarter of the heart-aches of men and 
women that are bound by the marriage vow in chains that they cannot and dare not break, they would 
not be surprised that I trace these lines. Marriage, in a majority of cases, is a most galling yoke. There 
are thousands that are mated but not matched. The books of heaven are burdened with the woes, the 
wickedness, and the abuse, that lie hidden under the marriage mantle. This is why I would warn the 
young who are of a marriageable age, to make haste slowly in the choice of a companion. The path of 
married life may appear beautiful and full of happiness; but why may not you be disappointed as 
thousands of others have been? 

 
1 Tim 4:1-3 [1] Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the 
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; [2] Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having 
their conscience seared with a hot iron; [3] Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from 
meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the 
truth. 

 
Matt 19:9-12 [9] And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, 
and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth 
commit adultery. [10] His disciples say unto him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not 
good to marry. [11] But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is 
given. [12] For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb: and there are 
some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made 
themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it. 

 
1 Cor 7:6-7 [6] But I speak this by permission, and not of commandment. [7] For I would that all men 
were even as I myself. But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another 
after that. 

 
RH, March 24, 1868 As in the days of Noah, one of the signs of these times is a passion for 
injudicious and hasty marriages. Satan is in this. If Paul could remain single, and recommend the 
same to others, that he and they might be wholly the Lord's, why not those who would be wholly his, 
and wish to make a sure thing of avoiding the cares, trials, and bitter anguish, so frequent in the 
experiences of those who choose the married life, remain as he was? And more, if he chose to remain 
so, and could recommend it to others, eighteen centuries since, would not to remain as he was, be a 
commendable course for those who are waiting for the coming of the Son of man, unless evidences 
were unquestionable that they were bettering their condition, and making Heaven more sure by so 
doing? When so much is at stake, why not be on the sure side every time? 

 
5T 366 In this age of the world, as the scenes of earth's history are soon to close and we are about to 
enter upon the time of trouble such as never was, the fewer the marriages contracted, the better for 
all, both men and women. Above all, when Satan is working with all deceivableness of 
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unrighteousness in them that perish, let Christians beware of connecting themselves with 
unbelievers. God has spoken. All who fear Him will submit to His wise injunctions. Our feelings, 
impulses, and affections must flow heavenward, not earthward, not in the low, base channel of 
sensual thought and indulgence. It is time now that every soul should stand as in the sight of the 
heart-searching God. 

 

God’s purpose in Marriage 
 

 
Gen 2:18 And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help 
meet for him. 

 
Exo 25:8, 40 [8] And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. [40] And look that 
thou make them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount.b 

 
John 2:1, 11 [1] And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus 
was there: [11] This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; 
and his disciples believed on him. 

 
Eph 5:22-32 [22] Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. [23] For the 
husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the 
body. [24] Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 
every thing. [25] Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for 
it; [26]That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, [27] That he 
might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that 
it should be holy and without blemish. [28] So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He 
that loveth his wife loveth himself. [29] For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and 
cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: [30] For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of 
his bones. [31] For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his 
wife, and they two shall be one flesh. [32] This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and 
the church. 

 
AH 15 Home should be made all that the word implies. It should be a little heaven upon earth, a place 
where the affections are cultivated instead of being studiously repressed. Our happiness depends 
upon this cultivation of love, sympathy, and true courtesy to one another. The sweetest type of 
heaven is a home where the Spirit of the Lord presides. If the will of God is fulfilled, the husband and 
wife will respect each other and cultivate love and confidence. 

 
AH 17 God would have our families symbols of the family in heaven. Let parents and children bear 
this in mind every day, relating themselves to one another as members of the family of God. Then 
their lives will be of such a character as to give to the world an object lesson of what families who 
love God and keep His commandments may be. Christ will be glorified; His peace and grace and love 
will pervade the family circle like a precious perfume. 

Much depends on the father and mother. They are to be firm and kind in their discipline, and they 
are to work most earnestly to have an orderly, correct household, that the heavenly angels may be 
attracted to it to impart peace and a fragrant influence. 

 
AH 212 The father is in one sense the priest of the household, laying upon the altar of God the 
morning and evening sacrifice. The wife and children should be encouraged to unite in this offering 
and also to engage in the song of praise. Morning and evening the father, as priest of the household, 
should confess to God the sins committed by himself and his children through the day. Those sins 
which have come to his knowledge and also those which are secret, of which God's eye alone has 
taken cognizance, should be confessed. This rule of action, zealously carried out by the father when 
he is present or by the mother when he is absent, will result in blessings to the family. 
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The father represents the divine Lawgiver in his family. He is a laborer together with God, carrying 
out the gracious designs of God and establishing in his children upright principles, enabling them to 
form pure and virtuous characters, because he has preoccupied the soul with that which will enable 
his children to render obedience not only to their earthly parent but also to their heavenly Father. 

The father must not betray his sacred trust. He must not, on any point, yield up his parental 
authority. 

 
AH 177 There is a sacred circle around every family which should be preserved. No other one has 
any right in that sacred circle. The husband and wife should be all to each other. The wife should have 
no secrets to keep from her husband and let others know, and the husband should have no secrets to 
keep from his wife to relate to others. The heart of his wife should be the grave for the faults of the 
husband, and the heart of the husband the grave for his wife's faults. Never should either party 
indulge in a joke at the expense of the other's feelings. Never should either the husband or wife in 
sport or in any other manner complain of each other to others, for frequently indulging in this foolish 
and what may seem perfectly harmless joking will end in trial with each other and perhaps 
estrangement. I have been shown that there should be a sacred shield around every family. 

The home circle should be regarded as a sacred place, a symbol of heaven, a mirror in which to 
reflect ourselves. Friends and acquaintances we may have, but in the home life they are not to 
meddle. A strong sense of proprietorship should be felt, giving a sense of ease, restfulness, trust. 

 
AH 337-338 Oh, how many lives are made bitter by the breaking down of the walls which inclose the 
privacies of every family, and which are calculated to preserve its purity and sanctity! A third person 
is taken into the confidence of the wife, and her private family matters are laid open before the 
special friend. This is the device of Satan to estrange the hearts of the husband and wife. Oh, that this 
would cease! What a world of trouble would be saved! Lock within your own hearts the knowledge of 
each other's faults. Tell your troubles alone to God. He can give you right counsel and sure 
consolation which will be pure, having no bitterness in it. 

When a woman relates her family troubles or complains of her husband to another man, she 
violates her marriage vows; she dishonors her husband and breaks down the wall erected to 
preserve the sanctity of the marriage relation; she throws wide open the door and invites Satan to 
enter with his insidious temptations. This is just as Satan would have it. If a woman comes to a 
Christian brother with a tale of her woes, her disappointments and trials, he should ever advise her, if 
she must confide her troubles to someone, to select sisters for her confidants, and then there will be 
no appearance of evil whereby the cause of God may suffer reproach. 

 

We need to be Married to Jesus 
Isa 54:5 For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy 
One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called.a 

 
Jer 3:14 Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: and I will take you 
one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion: 

 
Matt 22:37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. 

 
Rom 7:4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye 
should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth 
fruit unto God. 

 
SpTB15 21 Keep close to Jesus. By beholding Him we become changed into His likeness. Remember 
that you are not training for courtship or marriage, but for the marriage of Christ. You may have a 
theoretical knowledge of the truth, but this will not save you. You must know by experience how 
sinful sin is, and how much you need Jesus as a personal Saviour. Only thus can you become sons and 
daughters of God. Your only merit is your great need. 
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MYP 440 The heart yearns for human love, but this love is not strong enough, or pure enough, or 
precious enough, to supply the place of the love of Jesus. Only in her Saviour can the wife find 
wisdom, strength, and grace to meet the cares, responsibilities, and sorrows of life. She should make 
Him her strength and her guide. Let woman give herself to Christ before giving herself to any earthly 
friend, and enter into no relation which shall conflict with this. Those who find true happiness must 
have the blessing of Heaven upon all that they possess and all that they do. It is disobedience to God 
that fills so many hearts and homes with misery. My sister, unless you would have a home where the 
shadows are never lifted, do not unite yourself with one who is an enemy of God. 

 
TM 442 Those who can have such an overpowering, gushing love for human objects, men or women, 
have an idol which they worship, devoting their heart's affection to it. One of the convincing 
characteristics of the sons of God is, their conversation, their sympathies, their outflowing love and 
affection are all in heaven. What is the predominating tone of your feelings, your tastes, your 
inclinations? Where is the main current of your sympathies, your affections, your conversation, your 
desires? 

 
TM 435 There are in our time continual repetitions of Belshazzar's feast and Belshazzar's worship; 
and Belshazzar's sin is repeated when the heart, which God requires to be given to Him in pure and 
holy devotion, is turned away from Him to worship a human being, and the lips are made to utter 
words of praise and adoration which belong alone to the Lord God of heaven. When the affections 
God claims to cluster about Him are made to center upon earthly objects,--a woman, a man, or any 
earthly things,--God is superseded by the object which enchains the senses and affections, and the 
powers which were solemnly dedicated to God are bestowed upon a human being who is defiled with 
sin. Men and women who once bore the image of God, but are lost by disobedience and sin, He means 
to restore again through their becoming partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption which is in the world through lust. And when men and women devote their God-given 
powers to unholy purposes, to minister to lust, God is dishonored, and the actors are ruined. 

 
MYP 76 Not only does God require you to control your thoughts, but also your passions and 
affections. Your salvation depends upon your governing yourself in these things. Passion and 
affection are powerful agents. If misapplied, if set in operation through wrong motives, if misplaced, 
they are powerful to accomplish your ruin, and leave you a miserable wreck, without God and 
without hope. 

 
2T 564 (Written to an indulged daughter) Unless you restrain your thoughts, your reading, and your 
words, your imagination will become hopelessly diseased. Read your Bible attentively, prayerfully, 
and be guided by its teachings. This is your safety.Keep clear of the boys. In their society your 
temptations become earnest and powerful. Put marriage out of your girl's head. You are in no sense 
fit for this. You need years of experience before you can be qualified to understand the duties, and 
take up the burdens, of married life. Positively guard your thoughts, your passions, and your 
affections. Do not degrade these to minister to lust. Elevate them to purity, devote them to God. 

 
For Further study: Advent Home, Chapter 6 “The Great Decision. 
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Christian Courtship 
 

Modern social concepts vs. God’s plan 
There are is a few types of forbidden marriages, but there are many wrong principles that are 
forbidden. Why didn’t God create Eve when He created Adam? He wanted to see his need, he saw 
his need when he named all the animals, God wanted Adam to understand himself and to see that 
he had a strong need for companionship. If God had have just created Eve and Adam together and 
they just lived happily ever after he would never have understood the appreciation of Eve, but God 
wanted Adam to see that he had a need and that the need was only filled by God, showing that God 
can fill any need. 

 
There is a different kind of love in a relationship that you can’t have within a family or in a circle 
friends. There is a great need to want to be in a common direction with someone who you can relate 
to and who can relate to you. Modern views of courtship are more in the line of trying before you 
buy. 

 
Homework: 

List as many forbidden marriages you can? 1 – with unbelievers 
List as many wrong practices of courtship as you can? 
What multiply should you use when you pray, when you are considering marriage? 

 

Readiness factors for courtship 
The readiness factors often are over looked by the feeling of emotion and the idea of wanting to be 
physical satisfied. Before they have a life calling, before they have skills to provide for a family. At 
this time in life you need to understand yourself in a deeper level, you need to develop a sense of 
your calling. You have friends, but now you need to evaluate them. 

 
AH 50 Love is a precious gift, which we receive from Jesus. Pure and holy affection is not a feeling, 
but a principle. Those who are actuated by true love are neither unreasonable nor blind…True love 
is a high and holy principle, altogether different in character from that love which is awakened by 
impulse, and which suddenly dies when severely tested. 

 
You need to see love over time to ensure it’s not just an emotional love but a love of principle. Love 
has to be more the just a rush of warm and nice feelings, it needs be able to stand during hardship. 
Love just doesn’t happen, it has to be nourished. A person not ready for marriage is not ready for 
courtship. 

 
Readiness factors, things that should be considered; 

 Being able to support a family 
 Emotionally balanced 
 A person not moody 
 Can the person carry life’s burdens 
 Understand life’s calling 
 Are they productive 
 Have priories straight 

o Loyalty to God 
o Life calling 
o Search for a life partner 
o Spiritual life – devotions 
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 Active in witnessing 
 Faithful tithe return 

 Stewardship of money 
 Not over anxious for the future 
 An economist 
 Time stewardship 
 Preparation for life calling 
 Healthy 
 Ability to raise children 

o Patients 
o Wisdom 
o Firmness 
o Gentle 

 Practical 
 Able to cook 
 Heaven focused 
 Health reformer 
 Emotionally stable 
 Believer in the message 
 Polite 
 Caring 

 

Women live by symbols, the love flowers, but they love the male to do the dishes, it’s a symbol of 
humbleness. When she sees this she will love you more and more. This is the way to strengthen 
your marriage symbols. Men live by instincts, a lot of that is visual and touch. The five senses are 
more used by the male, where as the women are more emotional. We need to think how to minister 
to the other person. 

 

How we should act around the opposite gender 
We all have our own space and people like to have their own space and once that space is entered 
one of two things happen, its you grow closer, or you repeal and grow apart. Some of us play space 
games and we se how far we can get with out attaching. There is emotion, physical and spiritual 
space. The response is normally predictable. 

 
The following is a list of situation an how they invade space; 

1.   Physical 
 Touching the other gender 
 Standing to close 
 Putting an arm around the chair of someone else 
 Hugging 
 Cutting hair 
 Intense eye contact 
 Seductive dress 

 

2.   Spiritual 
 Praying frequently alone 
 Giving a daily bible text to that one person 

 

3.   Emotional 
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 Buying a gift 
 Buying flowers 
 Having secrets together – (creates a bond) 
 Writing warm notes 
 Taking someone to see your bedroom 
 Praying frequently alone 
 Giving a daily bible text to that one person 
 Helping with assignments 

 
 

Guidance in making decisions for a life partner 
What kind of quality you need to look for in a life partner. What kind of thing should we look for? 
Remember that no body is perfect; we all have defects and things that need to be overcome. 

 
What are the unacceptable? 

 Temper 
 Appetite 
 Alcohol /Drugs 
 Sexual sins 
 Works of the flesh 
 Emotionally unstable 
 Baggage 

 

What are the desirables? 
 Fruit of the spirit 
 What kind of friends 
 Missionary minded 
 Will your marriage expand you capabilities in the ministry 
 What kind of baggage do they have 
 Will the children have mental an moral strength 
 Age judgment ratio 
 Age disparity 
 Honest 
 Over bearing 
 Neat and tidy 
 Help with humble duties 
 Loving 

 

God has given you youth and the ability of being usefully don’t miss use it. Use it to the glory of God. 
 

Christian Standards in courtship 
A list of what you are 

 Prayer 
 Counsel 
 Confide in Godly parents 
 Make sure you are ready 
 Never place yourself in a position where you are going to be spoken of evil 
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Preparing for Marriage 
 

The engagement and wedding 
 

 

Has anyone herd God? 
Has anyone touched God? 

Has anyone seen God? 
Then there is no God 

 
Has anyone heard the brain? 

Touched the brain? 
Anyone seen his brain? 
Then there is no brain 

 
Other culture marriage 

 Africa – A wife is bought for four dogs 
 India – A wife is purchased for 100 rubies for each year of her age, but after 10 she is free. 
 Scotland – A man needs to climb a rock and stand on one leg, the cliff is 850 ft above the 
Atlantic 

 Babylon – women were auctioned off 
 

History of Marriage 
In 2BC – there a poem written called the art of love; it was the first text book on how to flirt and to 
seduce. Before 12 AD marriage was prearranged by family, they didn’t know that you feel in love 
until after marriage. Romantic love was popularized by Shakespeare. Marriage was a necessity 
because the children were needed to survive. 

 
1865-1888 – A girl being found alone with a guy was called immoral. In 1800’s if a young man does 
not leave by 10pm, he is to be told to leave. 

 
Dress 
The dress of a young lady during this time was impregnate. They didn’t use their body to attract 
man; they used their helplessness to attract a man. 

 
After WW1 
The word dating came into uses. The lady who was up on the pedestal came down with a bounce 
and the lady became a good sport, the fashion changed. Their activities changes, they had more 
night activities. Not dating became a time to chose, before this dating was always done with 
marriage in mind. Romance was flamed, and the need of contraception was need. Dating with 
chaperon became common and pre-marriage sex become normal. 

 
Why get engaged and how old should you be? 
There are many reasons, but there is only one valid one, and that is preparation for marriage. When 
you are engaged you should be asking questions like; 

 Where will we live 
 Will the bride work 
 How many children are we going to have 
 How far apart are they going to be 
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 Will the wife return to work after the baby it born and how soon? 
 

This is a time to challenge the other person it’s a time to see if their goals are the same as yours. 
They say that before marriage you should have your eyes wide open, and after marriage they 
should be half shut. The is the time to look seriously at the other person and this is the time that if 
you see things that wont work out then you really need to break of the engagement, the purpose for 
engagement is to provide a stage where you can break off if needed. 

 
Engagement is a tentative to get married, if you have any doubts you should either extend the time 
or break it of, don’t rush the wedding. When you get engaged you must cease all familiarity with the 
opposite sex. You need to consider if the guy has a vocation. A guy should not ask a girl to marry 
him if he doesn’t even have a house. You need to finish your education before you get married, but 
there some exceptions to this. But you need to know what you are going to earn before you get 
married. Are you mature enough to look after a spouse? Do your parents approve of the future 
spouse? If you are going to be involved in a ministry then your spouse needs to understand that and 
the sacrifice that is going to be needed. When you get married you are not cutting the in-laws out, so 
you need to have them involved in every aspect of the engagement. 

 
Are you willing to give your spouse first place? If you can’t deal with your problems with out 
running to others for help you are not mature enough? Do you understand how you will run your 
home life? If you start seeing weakness in your feature compatibility then you should break of the 
engagement. If you can answer all these questions then you are ready for marriage. 

 
If you can’t control your emotion then you are not mature enough to get married. If you can’t accept 
disappointment without being depressed you are not mature enough for marriage. 

 
We need to understand the mechanics of our nature, when we do we are more able to forgive each 
other and to understand each other. Everyone needs to understand this. 

 
Upper nature 

Reason, conscience and will 
 

Lower nature 
Appetites and passions 

 
This will has to decide what will control our nature, either the upper or lower. We are in constant 
danger, until we learn to give our will to God. The battle is in the will. {Phil 2:13}. Salvation is a gift 
that helps us to become changed. There are many people who want to do good, but they never get 
the victory. 

 

Spiritual unity 
God was the one that gave away the first Bride. Marriage is as old as creation and as old as the 
Sabbath. The Sabbath and Marriage at closely united together. God didn’t speak to create a woman? 
Why did he take a rib from a perfect man and create a woman. God wanted man to know right from 
the beginning that his wife is truly apart of him. The Bible says God made Eve to be a help meet. Eve 
was the example of what all wives are to be. In order for us to understand the first marriage we 
have to look at the steps, Adam is asleep, takes a rib, God created the fairest of all creatures when 
He created Eve. Woman is a gift of God to man. Then God leads her by the hand and lead her to 
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Adam who is asleep, and then when Adam opens his eyes he sees her. {Matt 19:3-6} – What God 
bought together let no many pull asunder. 

 
There is always going to be disagreements but what matters is how you deal with it. And this is 
what will determine if your marriage last until death do us part. You can’t put two healthy human 
beings together for the rest of their lives you have to expect that there will be different options, this 
does not mean its sin, and the most important thing is how the conflict is handled. Conflict can 
strengthen a marriage, and the way each see how the others handle the conflict creates respect and 
love for each other. 

 
After a storm there is always a mess, and we need to clean it up.  God may allow storms in our lives 
to clear out the dead growth. The trial of our faith makes it stronger. {2 Cor 5:13}. You have to face 
reality. When there is a problem you need to deal with it. The husband is the house band he is to 
hold the house together. 

 
The five secrets of a successful marriage 

1.   To preserve unity at all cost. 
a. The husband has to understand that even though his wife is committed to her 

family, some times she feels like she needs to just run away every now and then. 
Mothers of children who are under three years of ages need a lot of emotional 
support as at this time they need to know that they are loved and that they are 
appreciated and are not taken for granted. 

2.   Keep confidence 
3.   Settle misunderstandings 
4.   Let love prevail 
5.   Let God direct 

 

Martial intimacy 
A marriage cannot work without intimacy. The most important factor in a marriage is 
communication. (A woman speaks around 25,000 words a day; a man speaks around 12,500 a day.) 

 
There are four things that are needed to grow the plant of a relationship into marital intimacy; 

1.   Security, support, and assurance 
2.   Talk deeply with spouse on a regular basis 
3.   Couples need to create emotional bonding times 
4.   Word pictures – mental shorthand 

 
Female’s sexual desires are different to men’s, if this is not understood there can be many problems 
in marriage. Men are like light bubs they are turned on right away, women are like an iron they have 
to warm up. The average women need 8 to 10 touches a day to make them feel loved. It was proved 
that this add about 2 years of life to their wives. Touch lowers blood pressure, so hold hands when 
you are on a walk, taking time to gently hold your spouse. Always call your wife your bride its makes 
the warm inside. 

 
Women need to learn word pictures to effectively communicate with their husbands. Tell a story 
that is about them. “Honey as a mananger at your office, how do you feel, when things are busy and 
someone doesn’t pay attention to you. Honey thats how I feel when you are at home. I need you to 
pay more attention to me.” 
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Homework 

•  What are five areas that man needs to be ready before marriage? 

•  What are something you can say to a wife that is under stress 
•  The five secrets of a successful marriage 
•  Two facts that lead to intimacy 
•  Lacks in a husband-  Sociability, lack of understanding 
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Steps toward Marriage 
 

AH 57 To trifle with hearts is a crime of no small magnitude in the sight of a holy God. And yet some 
will show preference for young ladies and call out their affections, and then go their way and forget 
all about the words they have spoken and their effect. A new face attracts them, and they repeat the 
same words, devote to another the same attentions. 

This disposition will reveal itself in the married life. The marriage relation does not always make 
the fickle mind firm, the wavering steadfast and true to principle. They tire of constancy, and unholy 
thoughts will manifest themselves in unholy actions. How essential it is, then, that the youth so gird 
up the loins of their mind and guard their conduct that Satan cannot beguile them from the path of 
uprightness. 

 
AH 53 The iniquity that is cherished by young as well as old; the unwise, unsanctified courtship and 
marriages cannot fail to result in bickerings, in strife, in alienations, in indulgence of unbridled 
passions, in unfaithfulness of husbands and wives, unwillingness to restrain the self-willed, 
inordinate desires, and in indifference to the things of eternal interest. . . 

 
AH 49 The holiness of the oracles of God is not loved by very many who claim to be Bible Christians. 
They show by their free, loose conduct that they prefer a wider scope. They do not want their selfish 
indulgences limited. 

Let every step toward a marriage alliance be characterized by modesty, simplicity, sincerity, and an 
earnest purpose to please and honor God. Marriage affects the afterlife both in this world and in the 
world to come. A sincere Christian will make no plans that God cannot approve. 

 

Faithfulness to Duty in Parental Home 
 

 
Luke 16:10-12 [10] He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is 
unjust in the least is unjust also in much. [11] If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous 
mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? [12] And if ye have not been faithful in that 
which is another man's, who shall give you that which is your own? 

 
MYP 466 It is by faithfulness to duty in the parental home that the youth are to prepare themselves 
for homes of their own. Let them here practice self-denial, and manifest kindness, courtesy, and 
Christian sympathy. Thus love will be kept warm in the heart, and he who goes out from such a 
household to stand at the head of a family of his own will know how to promote the happiness of her 
whom he has chosen as a companion for life. Marriage, instead of being the end of love, will be only 
its beginning. --"Patriarchs and Prophets," pp. 174-176. 

 
2T 308-309 (Letter to an Orphan Boy) Wise is that young man and highly blest who feels it to be his 
duty, if he has parents, to look up to them, and if he has not, who regards his guardian, or those with 
whom he lives, as counselors, as comforters, and in some respects as his rulers, and who allows the 
restraints of his home to abide upon him. Independence of one kind is praiseworthy. To desire to bear 
your own weight, and not to eat the bread of dependence, is right. It is a noble, generous ambition 
that dictates the wish to be self-supporting. Industrious habits and frugality are necessary. 

You consider it beneath you to do duties about the house--chores and little errands. You have a 
positive dislike for these little requirements; but you should cultivate a love for these very things to 
which you are so averse. Until you do this, you will not be acceptable help anywhere. When engaged 
in these necessary small things, you are doing more real service than when engaged in large business 
and in laborious work. 

I have a case now in mind of one who was presented before me in vision who neglected these little 
things and could not interest himself in small duties, seeking to lighten the work of those indoors; it 
was too small business. He now has a family, but he still possesses the same unwillingness to engage 
in these small yet important duties. The result is, great care rests upon his wife. She has to do many 
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things, or they will be left undone; and the amount of care which comes upon her because of her 
husband's lack is breaking her constitution. He cannot now overcome this evil as easily as he could in 
his youth. He neglects the little duties and fails to keep everything up tidy and nice, therefore cannot 
make a successful farmer. "He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that 
is unjust in the least is unjust also in much." 

 
6T 171 To each student in the home I would say, Be true to home duties. Be faithful in the discharge 
of little responsibilities. Be a real living Christian in the home. Let Christian principles rule your heart 
and control your conduct. Heed every suggestion made by the teacher, but do not make it a necessity 
always to be told what to do. Discern for yourself. Notice for yourself if all things in your own room 
are spotless and in order, that nothing there may be an offense to God, but that when holy angels 
shall pass through your room, they may be led to linger because attracted by the prevailing order and 
cleanliness. In doing your duties promptly, neatly, faithfully, you are missionaries. You are bearing 
witness for Christ. You are showing that the religion of Christ does not, in principle or in practice, 
make you untidy, coarse, disrespectful to your teachers, giving little heed to their counsel and 
instruction. Bible religion, practiced, will make you kind, thoughtful, faithful. You will not neglect the 
little things that should be done. Adopt as your motto the words of Christ: "He that is faithful in that 
which is least is faithful also in much." 

 

Do I need a Companion Now? 
 

 
Phil 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 

 
Eccl 3:1, 8, 11 [1] To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: [8] 
A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. [11] He hath made every thing 
beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work 
that God maketh from the beginning to the end. 

 
MYP 438 Be not in haste. Early marriages should not be encouraged. If either young women or young 
men have no respect for the claims of God, if they fail to heed the claims which bind them to religion, 
there will be danger that they will not properly regard the claims of the husband or of the wife. The 
habit of frequently being in the society of the one of your choice, and that, too, at the sacrifice of 
religious privileges and of your hours of prayer, is dangerous; you sustain a loss that you cannot 
afford. 

 
MYP 452 Boys and girls enter upon the marriage relation with unripe love, immature judgment, 
without noble, elevated feelings, and take upon themselves the marriage vows, wholly led by their 
boyish, girlish passions. . . .  {MYP 452.1} Attachments formed in childhood have often resulted in 
very wretched unions, or in disgraceful separations. Early connections, if formed without the consent 
of parents, have seldom proved happy. The young affections should be restrained until the period 
arrives when sufficient age and experience will make it honorable and safe to unfetter them. Those 
who will not be restrained will be in danger of dragging out an unhappy existence. A youth not out of 
his teens is a poor judge of the fitness of a person as young as himself to be his companion for life. 
After their judgment has become more matured, they view themselves bound for life to each other, 
and perhaps not at all calculated to make each other happy. Then, instead of making the best of their 
lot, recriminations take place, the breach widens, until there is settled indifference and neglect of 
each other. To them there is nothing sacred in the word home. The very atmosphere is poisoned by 
unloving words and bitter reproaches.--"A Solemn Appeal," pp. 11, 12 (Edition: Signs Publishing 
Company Limited). 

 
Will it interfere with my education? 

5T 109 Parents do not send their children to our college or to our offices to commence a lovesick, 
sentimental life, but to be educated in the sciences or to learn the printer's trade. Were the rules so 
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lax that the youth were allowed to become bewildered and infatuated with the society of the opposite 
sex as you have been for some months past, the object of their going to Battle Creek would be lost. If 
you cannot put this entirely out of your mind and go there with the spirit of a learner and with a 
purpose to arouse yourself to the most earnest, humble, sincere efforts, praying that you may have a 
close connection with God, it would be better for you to remain at home. 

 
FE 62 The rules of this college strictly guard the association of young men and young women during 
the school term. It is only when these rules are temporarily suspended, as is sometimes the case, that 
gentlemen are permitted to accompany ladies to and from public gatherings. Our own College at 
Battle Creek has similar regulations, though not so stringent. Such rules are indispensable to guard 
the youth from the danger of premature courtship and unwise marriage. Young people are sent to 
school by their parents to obtain an education, not to flirt with the opposite sex. The good of society, 
as well as the highest interest of the students, demands that they shall not attempt to select a life 
partner while their own character is yet undeveloped, their judgment immature, and while they are at 
the same time deprived of parental care and guidance. 

 
CT 100 While at school, students should not allow their minds to become confused by thoughts of 
courtship. They are there to gain a fitness to work for God, and this thought is ever to be uppermost. 
Let all students take as broad a view as possible of their obligations to God. Let them study earnestly 
how they can do practical work for the Master during their student life. Let them refuse to burden the 
souls of their teachers by showing a spirit of levity and a careless disregard of rules. 

 
CT 101 In all our dealings with students, age and character must be taken into account. We cannot 
treat the young and the old just alike. There are circumstances under which men and women of sound 
experience and good standing may be granted some privileges not given to the younger students. The 
age, the conditions, and the turn of mind must be taken into consideration. We must be wisely 
considerate in all our work. But we must not lessen our firmness and vigilance in dealing with 
students of all ages, nor our strictness in forbidding the unprofitable and unwise association of young 
and immature students. 

In our schools in Battle Creek, Healdsburg, and Cooranbong I have borne a straight testimony 
concerning these matters. There were those who thought the restraint too severe; but we told them 
plainly what could be and what could not be, showing them that our schools are established at great 
expense for a definite purpose, and that all which would hinder the accomplishment of this purpose 
must be put away. 

Again and again I stood before the students in the Avondale school with messages from the Lord 
regarding the deleterious influence of free and easy association between young men and young 
women. I told them that if they did not keep themselves to themselves, and endeavor to make the 
most of their time, the school would not benefit them, and those who were paying their expenses 
would be disappointed. I told them that if they were determined to have their own will and their own 
way, it would be better for them to return to their homes and to the guardianship of their parents. 
This they could do at any time if they decided not to stand under the yoke of obedience, for we did 
not design to have a few leading spirits in wrongdoing demoralizing the other students. 

 

Am I prepared 
Do I have sufficient health? 

 
AH 81 The parties may not have worldly wealth, but they should have the far greater blessing of 
health. And in most cases there should not be a great disparity in age. A neglect of this rule may result 
in seriously impairing the health of the younger. And often the children are robbed of physical and 
mental strength. They cannot receive from an aged parent the care and companionship which their 
young lives demand, and they may be deprived by death of the father or the mother at the very time 
when love and guidance are most needed. 

 
Is my judgment mature? 
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MYP 442 The good of society, as well as the highest interest of the students, demands that they shall 
not attempt to select a life partner while their own character is yet undeveloped, their judgment 
immature, and while they are at the same time deprived of parental care and guidance. . . . 

 
AH 80 A youth not out of his teens is a poor judge of the fitness of a person as young as himself to be 
his companion for life. After their judgment has become more matured, they view themselves bound 
for life to each other and perhaps not at all calculated to make each other happy. Then, instead of 
making the best of their lot, recriminations take place, the breach widens, until there is settled 
indifference and neglect of each other. To them there is nothing sacred in the word "home." The very 
atmosphere is poisoned by unloving words and bitter reproaches. {AH 79.4} 

Immature marriages are productive of a vast amount of the evils that exist today. Neither physical 
health nor mental vigor is promoted by a marriage that is entered on too early in life. Upon this 
subject altogether too little reason is exercised. Many youth act from impulse. This step, which affects 
them seriously for good or ill, to be a lifelong blessing or curse, is too often taken hastily, under the 
impulse of sentiment. Many will not listen to reason or instruction from a Christian point of view. 

 
Is my character developed sufficiently? 

 
AH 90 You have peculiarities of character which need to be sternly disciplined and resolutely 
controlled before you can with any safety enter the marriage relation. Therefore marriage should be 
put from your mind until you overcome the defects in your character, for you would not make a 
happy wife. You have neglected to educate yourself for systematic household labor. You have not 
seen the necessity of acquiring habits of industry. The habit of enjoying useful labor, once formed, 
will never be lost. You are then prepared to be placed in any circumstances in life, and you will be 
fitted for the position. You will learn to love activity. If you enjoy useful labor, your mind will be 
occupied with your employment, and you will not find time to indulge in dreamy fancies. 

 
Have I acquired sufficient practical skills? 

AH 87 It is the right of every daughter of Eve to have a thorough knowledge of household duties, to 
receive training in every department of domestic labor. Every young lady should be so educated that 
if called to fill the position of wife and mother, she may preside as a queen in her own domain. She 
should be fully competent to guide and instruct her children and to direct her servants, or, if need be, 
to minister with her own hands to the wants of her household. It is her right to understand the 
mechanism of the human body and the principles of hygiene, the matters of diet and dress, labor and 
recreation, and countless others that intimately concern the well-being of her household. It is her 
right to obtain such a knowledge of the best methods of treating disease that she can care for her 
children in sickness, instead of leaving her precious treasures in the hands of stranger nurses and 
physicians. 

 
AH 88 It should be a law that young people should not get married unless they know how to care for 
the children that are brought into their family. They must know how to take care of this house that 
God has given them. Unless they understand in regard to the laws which God has established in their 
system, they cannot understand their duty to their God or themselves. 

 
Ed 276 Upon fathers as well as mothers rests a responsibility for the child's earlier as well as its later 
training, and for both parents the demand for careful and thorough preparation is most urgent. Before 
taking upon themselves the possibilities of fatherhood and motherhood, men and women should 
become acquainted with the laws of physical development--with physiology and hygiene, 
with the bearing of prenatal influences, with the laws of heredity, sanitation, dress, exercise, and the 
treatment of disease; they should also understand the laws of mental development and moral 
training. 
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Can I provide for a family? 
 

 
AH 92 In early times custom required the bridegroom, before the ratification of a marriage 
engagement, to pay a sum of money or its equivalent in other property, according to his 
circumstances, to the father of his wife. This was regarded as a safeguard to the marriage relation. 
Fathers did not think it safe to trust the happiness of their daughters to men who had not made 
provision for the support of a family. If they had not sufficient thrift and energy to manage business 
and acquire cattle or lands, it was feared that their life would prove worthless. But provision was 
made to test those who had nothing to pay for a wife. They were permitted to labor for the father 
whose daughter they loved, the length of time being regulated by the value of the dowry required. 
When the suitor was faithful in his services, and proved in other respects worthy, he obtained the 
daughter as his wife; and generally the dowry which the father had received was given her at her 
marriage. . . . 

 
AH 93 No man is excusable for being without financial ability. Of many a man it may be said, He is 
kind, amiable, generous, a good man, a Christian; but he is not qualified to manage his own business. 
As far as the outlay of means is concerned, he is a mere child. He has not been brought up by his 
parents to understand and to practice the principles of self-support. 

 
Am I Truly Converted? 

 

 
AH 94 Hearts that are filled with the love of Christ can never get very far apart. Religion is love, and a 
Christian home is one where love reigns and finds expression in words and acts of thoughtful 
kindness and gentle courtesy. 

 
AH 95 Both of you need to be converted. Neither of you have a proper idea of the meaning of 
obedience to God. Study the words, "He that is not with Me is against Me; and he that gathereth not 
with Me scattereth abroad." I sincerely hope that you will both become true children of God, servants 
to whom He can entrust responsibilities. Then peace and confidence and faith will come to you. Yes, 
you may both be happy, consistent Christians. Cultivate keenness of perception, that you may know 
how to choose the good and refuse the evil. Make the word of God your study. The Lord Jesus wants 
you to be saved. He has wonderfully preserved you, my brother, that your life may be one of 
usefulness. Bring all the good works possible into it. 

 

Who? 
AH 71 If men and women are in the habit of praying twice a day before they contemplate marriage, 
they should pray four times a day when such a step is anticipated. Marriage is something that will 
influence and affect your life, both in this world and in the world to come. . . . 

 
Marriage with unbelievers 

2 Cor 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 

 
Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed? 

 
AH 64 In forming an alliance with a heathen nation, and sealing the compact by marriage with an 
idolatrous princess, Solomon rashly disregarded the wise provisions that God had made for 
maintaining the purity of His people. The hope that this Egyptian wife might be converted was but a 
feeble excuse for the sin. In violation of a direct command to remain separate from other nations, the 
king united his strength with the arm of flesh. 

For a time God in His compassionate mercy overruled this terrible mistake. Solomon's wife was 
converted; and the king, by a wise course, might have done much to check the evil forces that his 
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imprudence had set in operation. But Solomon began to lose sight of the Source of his power and 
glory. Inclination gained the ascendancy over reason. As his self-confidence increased, he sought to 
carry out the Lord's purpose in his own way. . . 

 
AH 94 But the Lord has in His word plainly instructed His people not to unite themselves with those 
who have not His love abiding in them. 

 
AH 67 To connect with an unbeliever is to place yourself on Satan's ground. You grieve the Spirit of 
God and forfeit His protection. Can you afford to have such terrible odds against you in fighting the 
battle for everlasting life? {AH 67.1} Ask yourself: "Will not an unbelieving husband lead my 
thoughts away from Jesus? He is a lover of pleasure more than a lover of God; will he not lead me to 
enjoy the things that he enjoys?" The path to eternal life is steep and rugged. Take no additional 
weights to retard your progress. 

 
4T 506-507 The believer thus makes a sacrifice for Christ which his conscience approves, and which 
shows that he values eternal life too highly to run the risk of losing it. He feels that it would be better 
to remain unmarried than to link his interest for life with one who chooses the world rather than 
Jesus and who would lead away from the cross of Christ. But the danger of giving the affections to 
unbelievers is not realized. In the youthful mind, marriage is clothed with romance, and it is difficult 
to divest it of this feature, with which imagination covers it, and to impress the mind with a sense of 
the weighty responsibilities involved in the marriage vow. This vow links the destinies of the two 
individuals with bonds which nought but the hand of death should sever. 

Shall one who is seeking for glory, honor, immortality, eternal life, form a union with another who 
refuses to rank with the soldiers of the cross of Christ? Will you who profess to choose Christ for your 
master and to be obedient to Him in all things, unite your interests with one who is ruled by the 
prince of the powers of darkness? "Can two walk together, except they be agreed?" "If two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father 
which is in heaven." But how strange the sight! While one of those so closely united is engaged in 
devotion, the other is indifferent and careless; while one is seeking the way to everlasting life, the 
other is in the broad road to death. 

Hundreds have sacrificed Christ and heaven in consequence of marrying unconverted persons. Can 
it be that the love and fellowship of Christ are of so little value to them that they prefer the 
companionship of poor mortals? Is heaven so little esteemed that they are willing to risk its 
enjoyments for one who has no love for the precious Saviour? 

 
SD 165 One of the greatest dangers that besets the people of God today, is that of association with the 
ungodly; especially in uniting themselves in marriage with unbelievers. With many, the love for the 
human eclipses the love for the divine. They take the first step in backsliding by venturing to disregard 
the Lord's express command; and complete apostasy is too often the result. It has ever proved a 
dangerous thing for men to carry out their own will in opposition to the requirements of God. Yet it is 
a hard lesson for men to learn that God means what He says. As a rule, those who choose for their 
friends and companions, persons who reject Christ and trample upon God's law, eventually become of 
the same mind and spirit. 

 
AH 67 The heart yearns for human love, but this love is not strong enough, or pure enough, or 
precious enough to supply the place of the love of Jesus. Only in her Saviour can the wife find wisdom, 
strength, and grace to meet the cares, responsibilities, and sorrows of life. She should make Him her 
strength and her guide. Let woman give herself to Christ before giving herself to any earthly 
friend, and enter into no relation which shall conflict with this. Those who would find true happiness 
must have the blessing of Heaven upon all that they possess and all that they do. It is disobedience to 
God that fills so many hearts and homes with misery. My sister, unless you would have a home where 
the shadows are never lifted, do not unite yourself with one who is an enemy of God. 

 
4T 505 The unbelieving may possess an excellent moral character; but the fact that he or she has not 
answered to the claims of God, and has neglected so great salvation, is sufficient reason why such a 
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union should not be consummated. The character of the unbelieving may be similar to that of the 
young man to whom Jesus addressed the words, "One thing thou lackest;" that was the one thing 
needful. 

The plea is sometimes made that the unbeliever is favorable to religion and is all that could be 
desired in a companion except in one thing--he is not a Christian. Although the better judgment of the 
believer may suggest the impropriety of a union for life with an unbeliever, yet, in nine cases out of 
ten, inclination triumphs. Spiritual declension commences the moment the vow is made at the altar; 
religious fervor is dampened, and one stronghold after another is broken down, until both stand side 
by side under the black banner of Satan. Even in the festivities of the wedding, the spirit of the world 
triumphs against conscience, faith, and truth. In the new home the hour of prayer is not respected. The 
bride and bridegroom have chosen each other and dismissed Jesus. 

 
5T 364 Though the companion of your choice were in all other respects worthy (which he is not), yet 
he has not accepted the truth for this time; he is an unbeliever, and you are forbidden of heaven to 
unite yourself with him. You cannot, without peril to your soul, disregard this divine injunction. {1} 

 
MYP 435 Under such guidance let a young woman accept as a life companion only one who possesses 
pure, manly traits of character, one who is diligent, aspiring, and honest, one who loves and fears God. 
Let a young man seek one to stand by his side who is fitted to bear her share of life's burdens, one 
whose influence will ennoble and refine him, and who will make him happy in her love. "A prudent 
wife is from the Lord." "The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her. . . . She will do him good and 
not evil all the days of her life." "She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her 
tongue is the law of kindness. She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread 
of idleness. Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her," saying, 
"Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all." He who gains such a wife, 
"findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favor of the Lord."--"Ministry of Healing," pp. 358, 359. 

 
AH 43 If those who are contemplating marriage would not have miserable, unhappy reflections after 
marriage, they must make it a subject of serious, earnest reflection now. This step taken unwisely is 
one of the most effective means of ruining the usefulness of young men and women. Life becomes a 
burden, a curse. No one can so effectually ruin a woman's happiness and usefulness, and make life a 
heartsickening burden, as her own husband; and no one can do one hundredth part as much to chill 
the hopes and aspirations of a man, to paralyze his energies and ruin his influence and prospects, as 
his own wife. It is from the marriage hour that many men and women date their success or failure in 
this life, and their hopes of the future life. I wish I could make the youth see and feel their danger, 
especially the danger of making unhappy marriages. 

Marriage is something that will influence and affect your life both in this world and in the world to 
come. A sincere Christian will not advance his plans in this direction without the knowledge that God 
approves his course. He will not want to choose for himself, but will feel that God must choose for 
him. We are not to please ourselves, for Christ pleased not Himself. I would not be understood to 
mean that anyone is to marry one whom he does not love. This would be sin. But fancy and the 
emotional nature must not be allowed to lead on to ruin. God requires the whole heart, the supreme 
affections. 

 
AH 75 "Should parents," you ask, "select a companion without regard to the mind or feelings of son or 
daughter?" I put the question to you as it should be: Should a son or daughter select a companion 
without first consulting the parents, when such a step must materially affect the happiness of parents 
if they have any affection for their children? And should that child, notwithstanding the counsel and 
entreaties of his parents, persist in following his own course? I answer decidedly: No; not if he never 
marries. The fifth commandment forbids such a course. "Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy 
days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee." Here is a commandment with a 
promise which the Lord will surely fulfill to those who obey. Wise parents will never select 
companions for their children without respect to their wishes. 
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Courtship 
 
Wrong type 

 
MYP 450 Courtship, as carried on in this age, is a scheme of deception and hypocrisy, with which the 
enemy of souls has far more to do than the Lord. Good common sense is needed here if anywhere; but 
the fact is, it has little to do in the matter. 

 
MYP 446 A deceptive courtship is maintained, private communications are kept up, until the 
affections of one who is inexperienced, and knows not whereunto these things may grow, are in a 
measure withdrawn from her parents and placed upon him who shows by the very course he 
pursues that he is unworthy of her love. The Bible condemns every species of dishonesty, and 
demands right-doing under all circumstances. He who makes the Bible the guide of his youth, the 
light of his path, will obey its teachings in all things. He will not transgress one jot or tittle of the law 
in order to accomplish any object, even if he has to make great sacrifices in consequence. If he 
believes the Bible, he knows that the blessing of God will not rest upon him if he departs from the 
strict path of rectitude. Although he may appear for a time to prosper, he will surely reap the fruit of 
his doings. 

 
MYP 445 A young man who enjoys the society and wins the friendship of a young lady unknown to 
her parents, does not act a noble Christian part toward her or toward her parents. Through secret 
communications and meetings he may gain an influence over her mind; but in so doing he fails to 
manifest that nobility and integrity of soul which every child of God will possess. In order to 
accomplish their ends, they act a part that is not frank and open and according to the Bible standard, 
and prove themselves untrue to those who love them and try to be faithful guardians over them. 
Marriages contracted under such influences are not according to the word of God. He who would lead 
a daughter away from duty, who would confuse her ideas of God's plain and positive commands to 
obey and honor her parents, is not one who would be true to the marriage obligations. 

 
MYP 455 Satan is constantly busy to hurry inexperienced youth into a marriage alliance. But the less 
we glory in the marriages which are now taking place, the better. When the sacred nature and the 
claims of marriage are understood, it will even now be approved of Heaven, and the result will be 
happiness to both parties, and God will be glorified. . . . 

 
2T 252 Satan is constantly busy to hurry inexperienced youth into a marriage alliance. But the less 
we glory in the marriages which are now taking place, the better. When the sacred nature and the 
claims of marriage are understood, it will even now be approved of Heaven, and the result will be 
happiness to both parties, and God will be glorified. May the Lord enable you to do the work before 
you to do. 

 
MYP 457-458 The good name of honor is sacrificed under the spell of this infatuation, and the 
marriage of such persons cannot be solemnized under the approval of God. They are married because 
passion moved them, and when the novelty of the affair is over, they will begin to realize what they 
have done. In six months after the vows are spoken, their sentiments toward each other have 
undergone a change. Each has learned in married life more of the character of the companion chosen. 
Each discovers imperfections that, during the blindness and folly of their former association, were 
not apparent. The promises at the altar do not bind them together. In consequence of hasty 
marriages, even among the professed people of God, there are separations, divorces, and great 
confusion in the church. 

 
MYP 459 But advice is only thrown away on those who are determined to have their own way. 
Passion carries such individuals over every barrier that reason and judgment can interpose. 



 21  

MYP 438 The habit of frequently being in the society of the one of your choice, and that, too, at the 
sacrifice of religious privileges and of your hours of prayer, is dangerous; you sustain a loss that you 
cannot afford. 

The habit of sitting up late at night is customary, but it is not pleasing to God, even if you are both 
Christians. These untimely hours injure health, unfit the mind for the next day's duties, and have an 
appearance of evil. My brother, I hope you will have self-respect enough to shun this form of 
courtship. If you have an eye single to the glory of God, you will move with deliberate caution. You 
will not suffer lovesick sentimentalism to so blind your vision that you cannot discern the high claims 
that God has upon you as a Christian.--"Testimonies for the Church," Vol. 3, pp. 44, 45. 

 
MYP 447 But the prevailing sentiment is that in this matter the feelings are to be the guide; and in too 
many cases love-sick sentimentalism takes the helm and guides to certain ruin. It is here that the 
youth show less intelligence than on any other subject; it is here that they refuse to be reasoned with. 
The question of marriage seems to have a bewitching power over them. They do not submit 
themselves to God. Their senses are enchained, and they move forward in secretiveness, as if fearful 
that their plans would be interfered with by some one. 

 
Proper courtship 

 

 
MYP 449 One of the greatest errors connected with this subject is that the young and inexperienced 
must not have their affections disturbed, that there must be no interference in their love experience. 
If there ever was a subject that needed to be viewed from every standpoint, it is this. The aid of the 
experience of others, and a calm, careful weighing of the matter on both sides, is positively essential. 
It is a subject that is treated altogether too lightly by the great majority of people. 

 
MYP 449 Weigh every sentiment, and watch every development of character in the one with whom 
you think to link your life destiny. The step you are about to take is one of the most important in your 
life, and should not be taken hastily. While you may love, do not love blindly. 

 
MYP 447 If there is any subject that should be considered with calm reason and unimpassioned 
judgment, it is the subject of marriage. 

 
MYP 450 Let the woman who desires a peaceful, happy union, who would escape future misery and 
sorrow, inquire before she yields her affections, Has my lover a mother? What is the stamp of her 
character? Does he recognize his obligations to her? Is he mindful of her wishes and happiness? If he 
does not respect and honor his mother, will he manifest respect and love, kindness and attention, 
toward his wife? When the novelty of marriage is over, will he love me still? Will he be patient with 
my mistakes, or will he be critical, overbearing, and dictatorial? True affection will overlook many 
mistakes; love will not discern them. 

 
MYP 439 Before giving her hand in marriage, every woman should inquire whether he with whom 
she is about to unite her destiny is worthy. What has been his past record? Is his life pure? Is the love 
which he expresses of a noble, elevated character, or is it a mere emotional fondness? Has he the traits 
of character that will make her happy? Can she find true peace and joy in his affection? Will she be 
allowed to preserve her individuality, or must her judgment and conscience be surrendered to the 
control of her husband? As a disciple of Christ, she is not her own; she has been bought with a price. 
Can she honor the Saviour's claims as supreme? Will body and soul, thoughts and purposes, be 
preserved pure and holy? These questions have a vital bearing upon the well-being of every woman 
who enters the marriage relation. 

 

Engagement 
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MYP 449 Examine carefully to see if your married life would be happy, or inharmonious and 
wretched. Let the questions be raised, Will this union help me heavenward? will it increase my love 
for God? and will it enlarge my sphere of usefulness in this life? If these reflections present no 
drawback, then in the fear of God move forward. 

But even if an engagement has been entered into without a full understanding of the character of 
the one with whom you intend to unite, do not think that the engagement makes it a positive 
necessity for you to take upon yourself the marriage vow, and link yourself for life to one whom you 
cannot love and respect. Be very careful how you enter into conditional engagements; but better, far 
better, break the engagement before marriage than separate afterward, as many do. 

 

Marriage Ceremony 
AH 100 The Scriptures state that both Jesus and His disciples were called to this marriage feast [at 
Cana]. Christ has given Christians no sanction to say when invited to a marriage, We ought not to be 
present on so joyous an occasion. By attending this feast Christ taught that He would have us rejoice 
with those who do rejoice in the observance of His statutes. He never discouraged the innocent 
festivities of mankind when carried on in accordance with the laws of Heaven. A gathering that Christ 
honored by His presence, it is right that His followers should attend. After attending this feast, Christ 
attended many others, sanctifying them by His presence and instruction. 

 
4T 503 We are living in the last days, when the mania upon the subject of marriage constitutes one of 
the signs of the near coming of Christ. God is not consulted in these matters. Religion, duty, and 
principle are sacrificed to carry out the promptings of the unconsecrated heart. There should be no 
great display and rejoicing over the union of the parties. 

 
4T 515 When there is so much uncertainty, so great danger, there is no reason why we should make 
great parade or display, even if the parties were perfectly suited to each other; but that remains to be 
tested. 

 
Revelation 21 

 

Family Planning 
 

Conception control 
Barrier method 

 Diaphragm w contraceptive cream or gel 
 Condom 
 Reality female condom 
 Cervical cap 
 Birth control pill—95.5% 
 IUD 
 Spermicidal foam 
 Nuva ring—woman 3 weeks a time, abortion, has strong hormone 
 Withdrawal 
 Injectable progestin—can cause serious kidney problem 
 Progestin implants—can last up to 5 years 
 Vasectomy—form energy (antibiotic) against body itself. End up with auto immune disease 
 Tubal ligation—43& have physical problem—hormonal, bleeding etc 
 Fertility awareness—natural family planning. Avoid conception.. change of mucus, 

temperature, record it for months; symptoms: pain. Ovulating-2-5 days. 
o 5-7 days bleeding (menstrual) 
o 2-5 days safe 
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o 5   days ovulation 
o 11-12 days   safe 
o 28 days 

 
Bible Methods 

 {Lev 15:28} - period 
 {1 Pet 3:7} - wife’s cycle 
 {Lev 12:2,4 40} - Days after birth, avoid 
 {Lev 12:5} 
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Establishing a Christian Family 
 

Becoming Parents 
 

 

When to start training 
It is easier to train in infant then to train a child 

Its is easier to discipline a child then to restrain a teenager 
It is easier to restrain a teenager then to reform an adult 
It is easier to reform and adult then to correct a society 

It is through action that character is developed. 

There are four steps from scripture that are needed to become a parent; 
1.   Make a list where to improve character of the child 

a.    Obedience 
b.  Selflessness 
c.    Self control 
d.   Anger 
e.    Etc. 

2.   Look up each item in the list and study 
3.   Make a cluster of about three verses to memories 
4.   Each day share with the child words of wisdom 

 
Our influence on our children will either prepare them to be ashes or saints. 

 
AH 159 He who gave Eve to Adam as a helpmeet . . . ordained that men and women should be united 
in holy wedlock, to rear families whose members, crowned with honor, should be recognized as 
members of the family above…Children are the heritage of the Lord, and we are answerable to Him 
for our management of His property. . . . In love, faith, and prayer let parents work for their 
households, until with joy they can come to God saying, "Behold, I and the children whom the Lord 
hath given me. A childless house is a desolate place. The hearts of the inmates are in danger of 
becoming selfish, of cherishing a love for their own ease, and consulting their own desires and 
conveniences. They gather sympathy to themselves, but have little to bestow upon others. 

 
AH 161 Children are committed to their parents as a precious trust, which God will one day require 
at their hands. We should give to their training more time, more care, and more prayer. They need 
more of the right kind of instruction. . . .Remember that your sons and daughters are younger 
members of God's family. He has committed them to your care, to train and educate for heaven. You 
must render an account to Him for the manner in which you discharge your sacred trust. 

 
DA 641 To every soul a trust is given. Of everyone the Chief Shepherd will demand, "Where is the 
flock that was given thee, thy beautiful flock? 

 
One of the best things you can do is to teach the child the Bible. This will help their understanding 
as it has power, and when it goes into their minds, the Holy Spirit is able to work with the mind of 
the child. The Bible will build our understanding and their understanding. The Bible should be 
apart of us all day long, this will give the Holy Spirit something to work with within us. 
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Biblical principles for raising children 
“don’t do that”, “no”, “be quiet” – Often parents use these words on their children. These words 
however create a negative mindset in the mind of the child. We need to use the Bible to fix these 
problems, the only way to do this is to train the child with these principle while they are young. 

 
Education foundation 

 
Det 6:6-6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: … And thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 

 
Obedience – This is the first lesson to be taught to the child. 

 
Prov 1:8-9 [8] My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother:… [9] 
For they [shall be] an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck.” 

 
Prov 12:15 The way of a fool [is] right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel [is] wise. 

 
Making Excuse 

 
Luke 14:18-20 And they all with one [consent] began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have 
bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused. .. And another 
said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused. And 
another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.” 

 
Ex 3:11,4:1} – “And Moses said unto God, Who [am] I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should 
bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? …And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will 
not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee.” 

Arguing 
 

Pov 17:14 The beginning of strife [is as] when one letteth out water: therefore leave off contention, 
before it be meddled with.” 

 
“You must make the Bible your guide if you would bring up your children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” - {CG 515.2} 

 
Eve here broke all of the commandments by breaking one of them. 

 
Gen 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

 
Gen 3:3 But of the fruit of the tree which [is] in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not 
eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

 
Gen 3:24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a 
flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 

 
2 Sam 6:6-7 [6] And when they came to Nachon's threshingfloor, Uzzah put forth [his hand] to the 
ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen shook [it]. … [7] And the anger of the LORD was kindled 
against Uzzah; and God smote him there for [his] error; and there he died by the ark of God. 

 
God treats his children differently according to there situation. 
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How to teach obedience 
 

Ed 287 One of the first lessons a child needs to learn is the lesson of obedience. Before he is old 
enough to reason, he may be taught to obey. By gentle, persistent effort, the habit should be 
established. Thus, to a great degree, may be prevented those later conflicts between will and 
authority that do so much to create alienation and bitterness toward parents and teachers, and too 
often resistance of all authority, human and divine. 

 
CG 86 Parents are to teach their children pleasantly, without scolding or faultfinding, seeking to 
bind the hearts of the little ones to them by silken cords of love. 

 
CG 85 By gentle, persistent effort the habit should be established. 

 
CG 82 From their earliest life children should be taught to obey their parents, to respect their word, 
and to reverence their authority. 

 
“God can accept no partial obedience, no lax way of treating His commandments.” {PP 705.3} 
“Unfaithfulness in that which is least will soon, if uncorrected, lead to transgression in that which is 
great. It is not the greatness of the disobedience, but the disobedience itself which is the crime.” {CG 
80.1} 

 
You should only have a few rules and well thought out. We were created with to want dominion, 
our natural desire is to have dominion, but that dominion only existed while we kept the law, so to 
have dominion there needs to be law. 

 
Food 
When raising a child, start them on vegetables and then take them to fruit, because if you start on 
fruit they get a taste for sweet things and then they won’t want to eat vegetables. 

 

How to discipline 
The Parent will say to the child “Go and do the dishes I’m not going to tell you again. 1 pause, 2 
pause, 3 and then discipline.” 

 
How do you handle this situation? We need to use the Bible as our example, think of a character in a 
similar situation. Like Johan, or Baliam. Parents are only to speak once. If there is no response the 
parent is to procedure to the next step. 

 
If there is a violation of the rules then there needs to be discipline. 

 
“You must make the Bible your guide if you would bring up your children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. Let the life and character of Christ be presented as the pattern for them to copy.” {CG 515.2} 

 
Self-control 
We need to have a lot of self control when discipline the child.  Never discipline a child when you 
yourself are in an angry state of mind. {Gen 19:9-11} Blind folds {1 Sam 16:14-16} Music 

 
How do deal with children 
What do you do if the child doesn’t respond? God persisted, he called Samuel three times, with 
Johan God let the fish swallow him for three days. We could keep the child in the room for three 
hours. 
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{Num 11:4-6} – When complaining God gave them an abundance of the desire of their hearts and this 
was their punishment. 
{1 Sam 25:4} – The shears of the sheep 

 
Homework: 

 Studies in character building – p1-47,58-57, 59-74, 90-113, 114-121, 121- 417 
 Paper on – an observation of how parents treat on children, whether it was positive or 
negative. 

 Report: - research a character quality. Define the quality, Bible example of the quality, how to 
achieve it. A personal experience of the quality in your life. Something from nature to 
illustrate the quality. Include Bible and Spirit of Prophecy to explain the quality. Tell how you 
would discipline a child using the Bible back up your reason. 

 “Rules should be few and well considered; and when once made, they should be enforced. Whatever it is 
found impossible to change, the mind learns to recognize and adapt itself to; but the possibility of 
indulgence induces desire, hope, and uncertainty, and the results are restlessness, irritably, and 

insubordination” {Ed p290.3} – (Memorize) 

 {Prov 22:6} 
 

Child Development 
 Cradle roll Birth – 4 

o Children can learn math faster then English, we should teach them this as soon as 
possible. Teach them how to work. Children are natural believers. They learn by 
sense, not so much by speech. 

o In the Hebrew culture the mother stayed hope to raise the child. 
o We need to ensure that the child feels loved so that when it is disciplined they know 

that you love them. 
o The child should be raised with a schedule. 
o When they do well, complement their character quality, not the child. This will cause 

them to want to develop more and more the character quality. 
o In the first three years the character has been determined for the child. 
o A constant discipline of ones self character is need before and while raising the 

child. At the age of 3-4 years is when we should be disciplining the child. 
o Do not discipline a child when the action was an accident, for example breaking a 

plate while cleaning. There should be responsibility however. 
 Kindergarten   4-7 

o Needs lots of physical activity 
o Begins to talk constantly never seam to shut up 
o They are learning their vocabulary 
o Developing imagination 
o Little understanding of time and place 
o Ready for social experiences 
o Leadership skills developing 
o Mental ability is developing but don’t push them into school they should be around 

8-10 years old. 
 Primary 8-10 

o This is the age the child should start school 
o They should be helping the parents with everything around the house 

 Junior 11-12 
o Love to get adults approval, if they don’t get it they turn to other adults 
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o Likes pets 
o Likes other children 
o Prefers non competitive group activities 
o Changes best friends often 

 Early teen 13-up 
o They are caught up with fiction 
o Need to keep them focused on reality 
o Have role models 

 
Four steps that Satan uses to educate the mind; 

 Life of East 
 Familiarity 
 Kept before the mind 
 Tender conscience becomes hardened 

 

NOTE: Read the chapter of Obedience, and punishment 
What parents do in moderation children will do in excess! 

 

 
Christian families as soul winners 

The greatest evidence of the power of Christianity that can be presented to the world is a well-ordered, well- 
disciplined family. This will recommend the truth as nothing else can, for it is a living witness of its practical 
power upon the heart. {AH 32.2} 

 
Fathers and mothers who make God first in their households, who teach their children that the fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom, glorify God before angels and before men by presenting to the world a well-ordered, 
well-disciplined family, a family that love and obey God instead of rebelling against Him. Christ is not a stranger 
in their homes; His name is a household name, revered and glorified. Angels delight in a home where God reigns 
supreme, and the children are taught to reverence religion, the Bible, and their Creator. Such families can claim 
the promise: "Them that honour Me I will honour." {AH 322.3} 

 
The apostles were members of the family of Jesus, and they had accompanied Him as He traveled on foot through 
Galilee. {DA 349.1} 

 
In training His disciples, Jesus chose to withdraw from the confusion of the city to the quiet of the fields and hills, 

as more in harmony with the lessons of self-abnegation He desired to teach them. … The things of nature take up 
the parables of our Lord, and repeat His counsels. By communion with God in nature, the mind is uplifted, and 
the heart finds rest. {DA 291.1} 

 
To raise children follow the example of how Christ dealt with His disciples. 

 Pray all night for them 
 Take them away from the cities 
 Teach them to minister to others 
 Send them out into the community 
 Correct with love 
 Teach them to pray 

 

Choosing a home location 
And lot pitched his tent towards Sodom. 
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{AH 138} – We should never place ourselves on Satan’s ground. We don’t want to be diverted from 
our calling by the location in which we live. This is something that should be discussed during 
courtship. 

 
Our influence from the home needs to grow out to the cities as a witness. We are in the last days 
and God wants to use us and our influences. Nature is how God communicates with us; it’s hard to 
know God when you can’t hear him. Daily toil can cause us to forget God. In the Garden of Eden 
Adam and Eve were continually keep aware of God because of nature. 

 
There are many examples of people who lived in the country; 

 Jesus 
 John the Baptist 
 Elijah 
 Moses 
 Abraham 
 Enoch 

 

Living in the city; 
 Depression diseases 
 Lack of fresh air 
 Over stimulation 
 To much dependency on the world 

 

When moving into the city there is some pit falls; 
 Providential leading 
 Debit 
 Road Access 
 Soil 
 Water 
 Size 
 Flooding 
 Power 

   Elevation 
 

Christian hospitality 
This is a character trait what we must all have. 
Hospitality – this means guest, you normally associate this with service or honor. 

 
Our work in this world is to live for others' good, to bless others, to be hospitable; and frequently it may be only 
at some inconvenience that we can entertain those who really need our care and the benefit of our society and 
our homes. Some avoid these necessary burdens. But some one must bear them; and because the brethren in 
general are not lovers of hospitality, and do not share equally in these Christian duties, a few who have willing 
hearts, and who cheerfully make the cases of those who need help their own, are burdened.--Testimonies, vol. 2, 
p. 645. {ChS 191.1} 

 
What is Christian hospitality? 

 Putting others needs before our own 
 Family 
 Food, shelter 
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 Cheerfully 
 Ministry 

 
“Christ keeps an account of every expense incurred in entertaining for His sake. He supplies all that is necessary 
for this work. Those who for Christ's sake entertain their brethren, doing their best to make the visit profitable 
both to their guests and to themselves, are recorded in heaven as worthy of special blessings. . . .” - {AH 450.3} 

 
Become good conversationalist because this is how we understand people and find out what their 
needs are that way we know how to minister to their needs. You need to convey warmth. 

 
{Tit 1:8} - But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate; 
The cure for loneness is hospitality 

 
Homework: 

Read the story of Hanna more 
{AH p447-448] 

 

The role of the husband in a Christian home 
Husbands love your lives – when the husband loves his wife then she will love him. 
{Gen 1:28} – Male and Female are different, male is logical, female is emotional, man is more active 
and emotionally stable, more optimistic, more objective and consistent, more able to concrete 
without letting emotions getting in the way. 

 
A wife is like a butterfly 
A husband is like a Bull 

How a young boy is raised affects how he will become a husband. 

The characteristics of a husband; 
 Need to be industrious 
 Loves people 
 Has a good spirit 
 Is strong but can be gentle 
 Communicate is the most important thing for a husband to do 
 Never make light of your wife 
 Your wife has a lot of burden with the children, don’t place extra burdens on her 

 

{Gen 33:12-14} – lead softly 
 
Homework: 

{AH p44, 218] 
 

The role of a wife in a Christian home 
{Ps 127:1} – If the lord is not in it’s in vain 
{Eph 5:22-26} – Wives submit to the husband as unto the Lord 

 
You need to look at the house of a woman’s house before you even consider marrying her, because 
the way her house is the way your house will be. 



 31  

 

Wives are to ennoble the husband; in the marriage you both help one another to help speed up the 
work of sanctification. 

 
You wife needs to be the representative of what you preach. 

 
Homework: 

{PP p46} 
{AH p118} 
{AH p165-66} 
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Current Issues in Christian Families 
 

Communication in marriage 
Jas 1:19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
wrath: 

 
This is the golden rule when trying to have marriage communication. During courting you can 
communicate fine, but when you get married you to need to maintain good communication. 

 
Rules of communication 

1.   Everyone is different to you have perception that we don’t all see things the same way 
2.   Be committed to move to greater depth conversation, move away from the shallow forms. 
3.   Learn to listen 
4.   Depends on creditability 
5.   Try not to be defensive 
6.   Negotiate win win situations 
7.   Males and females all communication differently 

 
What you give is what you get back in a relationship. 

 
1 Cor 13:5 

 
When you are dealing with an issue don’t bring other issues up at the same time because it will just 
make things way to hard to deal with. Do not bring the family into problem like “you are just like 
your mother” And make sure you pick the right time to talk about problems, do not do it just before 
bed. Develop a pleasant voice when you speak, its not always what you say but how you say it. Love 
should be seen in the looks and manners and heard in the voice. Don’t show that you are angry or 
irritated. If we give smiles they will be given to us. Look for the good not the bad. 

 
Love should not be grit your teeth and bear it. It should be love that is long suffering yet willing. A 
lot of the success can be achieved simply by spending time with your family. Your family has to 
always come past. 

 

Dysfunctional families 
Ps 68:6 God setteth the solitary in families: he bringeth out those which are bound with chains: but 
the rebellious dwell in a dry [land]. 

 
Biblical Definition of Family: - Life time commitment of 
mature male and mature female before God and man 

 
Create a safe place – this is the place where children 
learn to master life. 

 
In this model the child can grow. Nature teaches this 
principle in the animal family. 

 
Marriage can be best seen in the life of animals, like 
Canadian goose family. They also have roles; the male is 
always the protector and the director. The female’s role is to nurture. 
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Child Development 
0-3 Learn trust and submission to authority 
3-6 Boundaries – Male, Female behavior, rights of others and self, things and space 
6-12 Decision making – red or the blue dress, conversion 
12-18   Living by principle 

 
When one or both of the parents are not holding up their end of the family will result in a 
dysfunctional family. 

 
Reasons for a dysfunctional family; 

 Religion difference 
 Conversion 
 Immaturity 
 Death 
 Prison 

 

When the triangle is broken; 
 People escape 
 Blame others 
 Different forms of control 

 
For this to happen you have to have two people and activator and an enabler. 
Breaking the dysfunctional cycle, give your heart to the Lord. 

 
Children who don’t receive emotional needs, some will control others to feel secure or they easily 
control themselves, addictive behavior to numb the pain (painful experiences), emotionally detach 
or distance 

 
Sign of rejection: 

 Anger 
 Emotional detachment (cool band of they nature) 
 Controlling behavior 
 Suspicious (lack of trust) 
 Emotionally dependency (want you to meet their needs) 
 Gender identity crisis 
 Co-dependency—one very controlling, one is depending 

 

Steps that we need to take for emotional healing, look for those signs: 
Some way/ effect on child from dysfunctional family: 

 Laugh—joking, acting, look alright outwardly 
 Anger—openly show their anger 
 Peacemaker 
 Controller—control other people 

 

Step 1: 
 Self-righteous—blaming everyone else, most dangerous thing in healing. Luke 4:18,19,23; 

Mat 5:3 Until we’re willing accept the healing 
 Unrealistic demand—when you love people, you don’t look for unrealistic demand 
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 Anger—nature in us, deal with the problem. 
 Talk negative about people who hurting them—instant defense-felt shame, worthless. 

Teach them how to love, how to find +ve traits in other people. 
Step 2: 

 Need God’s healing love. We must choose the path of emotional healing. 
 To forgive those who wronged you. This is the hardest step 
 Ps 27:10 nothing can help you, except the love of God 
 How do we excess God’s help. Heb 12:15 
 Why we need to get rid of bitterness? Rom 5:5 being justify by faith, condition is Mat 18:23- 

26 forgive others 
 Forgiveness—doesn’t mean the other person to change or make right. Potential is there for 

them to transform 
 Can’t assume a marvelous relationship with other person overnight! 

Step 3: 
 Make things right with those you had wronged 
 James 5:16 confess your fault one to another 
 Ps 68:4-6 sing unto God, rejoice before Him. 
 Find a spiritual family—give, and take (not only receive, but also give) 

Step 4: 
 Do not satisfy with anything but complete healing 
 God can transform your life 
 Doubt is very harmful in your relationship 

 

Divorce and remarriage 
The issue of separation, devoice and remarriage 

 
Divorce 
{Det 24:1-4} – If you get divorced and marry someone else, then devoice them then you can not go 
back to the first person. 
{Matt 5:31-32} – Fornication is the only reason for divorce 
{Matt 19:3-12} - Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: 
but from the beginning it was not so. 
{1 Cor 7:1-16} – Single and married, the issues of marriage to unbelievers 
{Rom 7:1-3} – Bound to the law as long as we live 

 
{Eze 14:1-5} – There is bad law for you because God accommodates us even in our sin 
{AH 341} – Jesus came to resort the correct understandings of the law. 

 
Adultery 
{Lev 18:20} – “Moreover 

 

Love’s Origin 
 

MYP 435 Love is a precious gift, which we receive from Jesus. Pure and holy affection is not a feeling, 
but a principle. Those who are actuated by true love are neither unreasonable nor blind. Taught by 
the Holy Spirit, they love God supremely, and their neighbor as themselves. 

 
MYP 440 Only where Christ reigns, can there be deep, true, unselfish love. Then soul will be knit with 
soul, and the two lives will blend in harmony. Angels of God will be guests in the home, and their holy 
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vigils will hallow the marriage chamber. Debasing sensuality will be banished. Upward to God will 
the thoughts be directed; to Him will the heart's devotion ascend. 

 

True Love compared to infatuation 
AH 50 True love is a high and holy principle, altogether different in character from that love which is 
awakened by impulse, and which suddenly dies when severely tested. 

Love is a plant of heavenly growth, and it must be fostered and nourished. Affectionate hearts, 
truthful, loving words, will make happy families and exert an elevating influence upon all who come 
within the sphere of their influence. 

Love . . . is not unreasonable; it is not blind. It is pure and holy. But the passion of the natural heart 
is another thing altogether. While pure love will take God into all its plans, and will be in perfect 
harmony with the Spirit of God, passion will be headstrong, rash, unreasonable, defiant of all 
restraint, and will make the object of its choice an idol. In all the deportment of one who possesses 
true love, the grace of God will be shown. Modesty, simplicity, sincerity, morality, and religion will 
characterize every step toward an alliance in marriage. Those who are thus controlled will not be 
absorbed in each other's society, at a loss of interest in the prayer meeting and the religious service. 
Their fervor for the truth will not die on account of the neglect of the opportunities and privileges 
that God has graciously given to them. 

 
AH 51 True love is not a strong, fiery, impetuous passion. On the contrary, it is calm and deep in its 
nature. It looks beyond mere externals, and is attracted by qualities alone. It is wise and 
discriminating, and its devotion is real and abiding. 

 
RH, January 26, 1886 True affection will overlook many mistakes; love will not discern them. 

 
AH 71 Two persons become acquainted; they are infatuated with each other, and their whole 
attention is absorbed. Reason is blinded, and judgment is overthrown. They will not submit to any 
advice or control, but insist on having their own way, regardless of consequences. Like some 
epidemic, or contagion, that must run its course is the infatuation that possesses them; and there 
seems to be no such thing as putting a stop to it. 

 
5T 110 Every faculty of those who become affected by this contagious disease--blind love--is brought 
in subjection to it. They seem to be devoid of good sense, and their course of action is disgusting to all 
who behold it. My brother, you have made yourself a subject of talk and have lowered yourself in the 
estimation of those whose approval you should prize. With many the crisis of the disease is reached 
in an immature marriage, and when the novelty is past and the bewitching power of love-making is 
over, one or both parties awake to their true situation. They then find themselves ill-mated, but 
united for life. Bound to each other by the most solemn vows, they look with sinking hearts upon the 
miserable life they must lead. They ought then to make the best of their situation, but many will not 
do this. They will either prove false to their marriage vows or make the yoke which they persisted in 
placing upon their own necks so very galling that not a few cowardly put an end to their existence. 

 
AH 51 Imagination, lovesick sentimentalism, should be guarded against as would be the leprosy. 
Very many of the young men and women in this age of the world are lacking in virtue; therefore great 
caution is needed. . . . Those who have preserved a virtuous character, although they may lack in 
other desirable qualities, may be of real moral worth. 

 
AH 52 The young are bewitched with the mania for courtship and marriage. Lovesick sentimentalism 
prevails. Great vigilance and tact are needed to guard the youth from these wrong influences. 

You have fallen into the sad error which is so prevalent in this degenerate age, especially with 
women. You are too fond of the other sex. You love their society; your attention to them is flattering, 
and you encourage, or permit, a familiarity which does not always accord with the exhortation of the 
apostle, to "abstain from all appearance of evil." 
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Turn your mind away from romantic projects. You mingle with your religion a romantic, lovesick 
sentimentalism, which does not elevate, but only lowers. It is not yourself alone who is affected; 
others are injured by your example and influence. . . . Daydreaming and romantic castle building have 
unfitted you for usefulness. You have lived in an imaginary world; you have been an imaginary 
martyr and an imaginary Christian. There is much of this low sentimentalism mingled with the 
religious experience of the young in this age of the world. 

 
1 Pet 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that 
is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

 

A Warning to Fathers, Mothers, and Teachers 
2T 482 There is nothing to be hoped for in the case of the young, unless there is an entire change in 
the minds of those who are older. Vice is stamped upon the features of boys and girls, and yet what is 
done to stay the progress of this evil? Boys and young men are allowed and encouraged to take 
liberties by immodest advances of girls and young women. May God arouse fathers and mothers to 
work earnestly to change this terrible state of things, is my prayer. 

 
FE 62 Parents, your sons and daughters are not properly guarded. They should never be permitted to 
go and come when they please, without your knowledge and consent. The unbounded freedom 
granted to children at this age has proved the ruin of thousands. How many are allowed to be in the 
streets at night, and parents are content to be ignorant of the associates of their children. Too often, 
companions are chosen whose influence tends only to demoralize. 

 
FE 62-63 It is because the home training is defective that the youth are so unwilling to submit to 
proper authority. I am a mother; I know whereof I speak, when I say that youth and children are not 
only safer but happier under wholesome restraint than when following their own inclination. Parents, 
your sons and daughters are not properly guarded. They should never be permitted to go and come 
when they please, without your knowledge and consent. The unbounded freedom granted to children 
at this age has proved the ruin of thousands. How many are allowed to be in the streets at night, and 
parents are content to be ignorant of the associates of their children. Too often, companions are 
chosen whose influence tends only to demoralize. 

 
2T 459-460 I have inquired: When will the youthful sisters act with propriety? I know there will be 
no decided change for the better until parents feel the importance of greater carefulness in educating 
their children correctly. Teach them to act with reserve and modesty. Educate them for usefulness, to 
be helps, to minister to others rather than to be waited upon and be ministered unto. 

 
2T 482 This is a fast age. Little boys and girls commence paying attentions to one another when they 
should both be in the nursery, taking lessons in modesty of deportment. What is the effect of this 
common mixing up? Does it increase chastity in the youth who thus gather together? No, indeed! it 
increases the first lustful passions; after such meetings the youth are crazed by the devil and give 
themselves up to their vile practices. 

Parents are asleep and know not that Satan has planted his hellish banner right in their households. 
What, I was led to inquire, will become of the youth in this corrupt age? I repeat, Parents are asleep. 
The children are infatuated with a lovesick sentimentalism, and the truth has no power to correct the 
wrong. What can be done to stay the tide of evil? Parents can do much if they will. If a young girl just 
entering her teens is accosted with familiarity by a boy of her own age, or older, she should be taught 
to so resent this that no such advances will ever be repeated. When a girl's company is frequently 
sought by boys or young men, something is wrong. That young girl needs a mother to show her her 
place, to restrain her, and teach her what belongs to a girl of her age. 

 
MYP 446 The young man who makes the Bible his guide, need not mistake the path of duty and of 
safety. That blessed book will teach him to preserve his integrity of character, to be truthful, to 



 37  

practice no deception. "Thou shalt not steal," was written by the finger of God upon the tables of 

stone; yet how much underhand stealing of affections is practiced  and excused. 

 
For further study: 1John 4, 1Corinthians 13, Adventist  Home chapter  7 'True Love or infatuation" 
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Christian Behavior 
 

PP 308 "Thou shalt not commit adultery." This commandment forbids not only acts of impurity, but 
sensual thoughts and desires, or any practice that tends to excite them. Purity is demanded not only 
in the outward life but in the secret intents and emotions of the heart. Christ, who taught the far- 
reaching obligation of the law of God, declared the evil thought or look to be as truly sin as is the 
unlawful deed. 

 
CH 295 Moral purity, self-respect, a strong power of resistance, must be firmly and constantly 
cherished. There should not be one departure from reserve. One act of familiarity, one indiscretion, 
may jeopardize the soul, by opening the door to temptation and thus weakening the power of 
resistance. 

 
Titus 2:1-14 [1] But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine: [2]That the aged men be 
sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience. [3] The aged women likewise, that 
they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of 
good things; [4] That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love 
their children, [5] To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that 
the word of God be not blasphemed. [6] Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded. [7] In all 
things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 
[8] Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, 
having no evil thing to say of you. [9] Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to 
please them well in all things; not answering again; [10] Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; 
that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. [11] For the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, [12] Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world. [13] Looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; [14] Who 
gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. 

 
1 Tim 5:1-2 [1] Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a father; and the younger men as brethren; 
[2] The elder women as mothers; the younger as sisters, with all purity. 

 
1 Thess 5:22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. 

 
Num 25:1-9 [1] And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the 
daughters of Moab. [2] And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did 
eat, and bowed down to their gods. [3] And Israel joined himself unto Baal–peor: and the anger of 
the LORD was kindled against Israel. [4] And the LORD said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the 
people, and hang them up before the LORD against the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may be 
turned away from Israel. [5] And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one his men that 
were joined unto Baal–peor. [6] And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto his 
brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the congregation of the 
children of Israel, who were weeping before the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 7And 
when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up from among the 
congregation, and took a javelin in his hand;  8And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and 
thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the plague was 
stayed from the children of Israel. 9And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand. 

 
Num 31:14-16 [14] And Moses was wroth with the officers of the host, with the captains over 
thousands, and captains over hundreds, which came from the battle. [15] And Moses said unto them, 
Have ye saved all the women alive? [16] Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the 
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counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass against the LORD in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague 
among the congregation of the LORD. 

 
2 Tim 3:1-7 [1] This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.  [2] For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, [3] Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, 
despisers of those that are good, [4]Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God; [5] Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 
[6] For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, 
led away with divers lusts, [7] Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

 
Patriarchs and Prophets, pp 453-461 Apostasy at the Jordan (outside reading) 

 
PP 454 Those who would have conquered their enemies in battle were overcome by the wiles of 
heathen women. The people seemed to be infatuated. The rulers and the leading men were among 
the first to transgress, and so many of the people were guilty that the apostasy became national. 
"Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor." When Moses was aroused to perceive the evil, the plots of their 
enemies had been so successful that not only were the Israelites participating in the licentious 
worship at Mount Peor, but the heathen rites were coming to be observed in the camp of Israel. The 
aged leader was filled with indignation, and the wrath of God was kindled. 

 
PP 457 Satan well knows the material with which he has to deal in the human heart. He knows--for he 
has studied with fiendish intensity for thousands of years--the points most easily assailed in every 
character; and through successive generations he has wrought to overthrow the strongest men, 
princes in Israel, by the same temptations that were so successful at Baalpeor. All along through the 
ages there are strewn wrecks of character that have been stranded upon the rocks of sensual 
indulgence. As we approach the close of time, as the people of God stand upon the borders of the 
heavenly Canaan, Satan will, as of old, redouble his efforts to prevent them from entering the goodly 
land. He lays his snares for every soul. It is not the ignorant and uncultured merely that need to be 
guarded; he will prepare his temptations for those in the highest positions, in the most holy office; if 
he can lead them to pollute their souls, he can through them destroy many. And he employs the same 
agents now as he employed three thousand years ago. By worldly friendships, by the charms of 
beauty, by pleasure seeking, mirth, feasting, or the wine cup, he tempts to the violation of the seventh 
commandment. 

 

How the Christian Should Act 
GW 125 The subject of purity and propriety of deportment is one to which we must give heed. We 
must guard against the sins of this degenerate age. Let not Christ's ambassadors descend to trifling 
conversation, to familiarity with women, married or single. Let them keep their proper place with 
becoming dignity; yet at the same time they may be sociable, kind, and courteous to all. They must 
stand aloof from everything that savors of commonness and familiarity. This is forbidden ground, 
upon which it is unsafe to set the feet. Every word, every act, should tend to elevate, to refine, to 
ennoble. There is sin in thoughtlessness about such matters. 

 
MB 135 The golden rule is the principle of true courtesy, and its truest illustration is seen in the life 
and character of Jesus. Oh, what rays of softness and beauty shone forth in the daily life of our 
Saviour! What sweetness flowed from His very presence! The same spirit will be revealed in His 
children. Those with whom Christ dwells will be surrounded with a divine atmosphere. Their white 
robes of purity will be fragrant with perfume from the garden of the Lord. Their faces will reflect 
light from His, brightening the path for stumbling and weary feet. 

 
CH 341 The only way for us to become truly courteous, without affectation, without undue familiarity, 
is to drink in the spirit of Christ, to heed the injunction, "Be ye holy; for I am holy." 1 Peter 
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1:16. If we act upon the principles laid down in the word of God, we shall have no inclination to 
indulge in undue familiarity. 

 
MH 145 While men and women in an institution for health should be kind and courteous, while they 
are required to be affable and congenial toward all, they should shun even the appearance of undue 
familiarity. And not only should they themselves observe the strictest propriety of conduct, but by 
precept and example they should educate others to be modest and to shun looseness, jesting, flattery, 
and nonsensical speeches. 

 
SpTB15 21 Young ladies connected with our institutions should keep a strict guard over themselves. 
In word and action, they should be reserved. Never when speaking to a married man should they 
show the slightest freedom. To my sisters who are connected with our sanitariums, I would say, Gird 
on the armor. When talking to men, be kind and courteous, but never free. Observant eyes are upon 
you, watching your conduct, judging by it whether you are indeed children of God. Be modest. 
Abstain from every appearance of evil. Keep on the heavenly armor, or else for Christ's sake sever 
your connection with the sanitarium, the place where poor ship-wrecked souls are to find a haven. 
Those connected with these institutions are to take heed to themselves. Never, by word or action, are 
they to give the least occasion for wicked men to speak evil of the truth. 

 
5T 594 It may be that men and women will necessarily be united more or less in our important 
mission fields. If this is the case, they cannot be too circumspect. Let married men be reserved and 
guarded, that no evil may truthfully be said of them. We are living in an age when iniquity abounds, 
and an unguarded word or improper action may greatly injure the usefulness of the one who shows 
this weakness. Let the workers keep up the barriers of reserve; let not one instance occur of which 
the enemy can make capital. If they begin to place their affections upon one another, giving special 
attention to favorites and using flattering words, God will withdraw His Spirit. 

 
AH 334 Our sisters should encourage true meekness; they should not be forward, talkative, and bold, 
but modest and unassuming, slow to speak. They may cherish courteousness. To be kind, tender, 
pitiful, forgiving, and humble would be becoming and well pleasing to God. If they occupy this position, 
they will not be burdened with undue attention from gentlemen in the church or out. All will feel that 
there is a sacred circle of purity around these God-fearing women which shields them from any 
unwarrantable liberties. 

 
2T 456 Yet if the minds of women and youth professing to love and fear God were fortified with His 
Spirit, if they had trained their minds to purity of thought and educated themselves to avoid all 
appearance of evil, they would be safe from any improper advances and be secure from the corruption 
prevailing around them. The apostle Paul wrote concerning himself: "But I keep under my body, and 
bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a 
castaway." 

 
GW 129 The usefulness of young ministers, married or unmarried, is often destroyed by the 
attachment shown to them by young women. Such women do not realize that other eyes are upon 
them, and that the course pursued by them may have a tendency to injure the influence of the 
minister to whom they give so much attention. If they would strictly regard the rules of propriety, it 
would be much better for them and much better for the minister. Their failure to do this places him in 
a disagreeable position, and causes others to look upon him in a wrong light. But the burden of 
this matter rests upon the ministers themselves. They should show a distaste for such attention; and 
if they take the course which God would have them, they will not long be troubled. They should shun 
every appearance of evil; and when young women are very sociable, it is the ministers' duty to let 
them know that this is not pleasing. They must repulse forwardness, even if they are thought to be 
rude, in order to save the cause from reproach. Young women who have been converted to the truth 
and to God, will listen to reproof, and will be reformed. 
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Ev 460 When a woman is in trouble, let her take her trouble to women. If this woman who has come 
to you has cause of complaint against her husband, she should take her trouble to some other woman 
who can, if necessary, talk with you in regard to it, without any appearance of evil. 

 

How the Christian should not act 
 

 
PH149 10 Our probation is short at best; we have no time to spend in erratic movements. The 
familiarity of married men with married women and with young girls, is disgusting in the sight of 
God and holy angels. The forwardness of young girls in placing themselves in the company of young 
men, hanging around where they are at work, entering into conversation with them, talking common, 
idle talk, is belittling to womanhood. It lowers them, even in the estimation of those who indulge in 
such things. There is a positive necessity for reform. All frivolity, all undue attention of men to 
women, or women to men, must be condemned and discontinued. These things have produced great 
evil in the world. 

The first appearance of irregularity in conduct should receive attention. The young should be 
taught to be frank yet modest in all their associations. They should be taught to respect just rules and 
authority. If they refuse to do this, after the right kind of labor has been bestowed upon them, let them 
be dismissed, whatever position they occupy; for they will demoralize others. 

 
SpTB16 8 There are so many forward misses, and bold, forward women, who have a faculty of 
insinuating themselves into notice, putting themselves into the company of men, courting their 
attentions, inviting flirtations from married or unmarried men, that unless your face is set 
Christward, firm as steel, you will be drawn into Satan's net. It is time that we as Christians reach a 
higher standard. God forbid that any institution He has planted should become a means of decoying 
souls, a place where iniquity is taught. Let all learn in the school of Christ, meekness, purity, lowliness 
of heart; let them hang their helpless souls on Jesus. Live in the light shining from the oracles of God. 
Educate your minds and hearts to pure, elevated, noble thoughts. "Be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation." Whatever influence you have, let it be directed to exalting Jesus. Unless you do this 
you are a false guide-board, leading souls away from the Truth, Life, the Light of the world; and the 
more pleasing and attractive your manners, the greater the injury you do to souls. 

 
SpTB16 12 As the condition of the Sanitarium was presented before me in vision, an angel of God 
seemed to conduct me from room to room in the different departments. The conversation I was made 
to hear in the rooms of the helpers was not of a character to elevate and strengthen mind or morals. 
The frivolous talk, the foolish jesting, the meaningless laugh fell painfully upon my ear. The young men 
are in danger, but they are blind to discern the tendencies and results of the course they are pursuing. 
Young men and girls were engaged in flirtation. They seemed to be infatuated. There is nothing noble, 
dignified or sacred in these attachments, as they are prompted by Satan; the influence is such as to 
please him. Warnings to those persons fall unheeded. They are head-strong, self-willed and defiant. 
They are continually separating themselves from the light and love of God. They lose all discernment 
of sacred and eternal things; and while they may keep up a dry form of Christian duties, they have no 
heart in these religious exercises. All too late these deceived souls will learn that "strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." 

 
2T 455 From the light which the Lord has given me, our sisters should pursue a very different 
course. They should be more reserved, manifest less boldness, and encourage in themselves 
"shamefacedness and sobriety." Both brethren and sisters indulge in too much jovial talk when in 
each other's society. Women professing godliness indulge in much jesting, joking, and laughing. This 
is unbecoming and grieves the Spirit of God. These exhibitions reveal a lack of true Christian 
refinement. They do not strengthen the soul in God, but bring great darkness; they drive away the 
pure, refined, heavenly angels and bring those who engage in these wrongs down to a low lev el. 
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SpTB16 18 Be jealous of yourself, never become puffed up, never flatter yourself or accept flattering 
from any man or women. When persons attempt to flatter you, tell them they are giving voice to the 
temptations of Satan. 

 
5T 597 If a woman lingeringly holds your hand, quickly withdraw it and save her from sin. If she 
manifests undue affection and mourns that her husband does not love her and sympathize with her, 
do not try to supply this lack. Your only safe and wise course in such a case is to keep your sympathy 
to yourself. Such cases are numerous. Point such souls to the Burden Bearer, the true and safe 
Counselor. If she has chosen Christ as a companion, He will give her grace to bear neglect without 
repining; meanwhile she should diligently do all in her power to bind her husband to herself by 
strictest fidelity to him and faithfulness in making his home cheerful and attractive. If all her efforts 
are unavailing and unappreciated, she will have the sympathy and aid of her blessed Redeemer. He 
will help her to bear all her burdens and comfort her in her disappointments. She shows distrust of 
Jesus when she reaches for human objects to supply the place that Christ is ever ready to fill. In her 
repining she sins against God. She would do well to examine her own heart critically to see if sin is 
not lurking in the soul. The heart that thus seeks human sympathy and accepts forbidden attentions 
from any one is not pure and faultless before God. 

 
CT 256 The man who stands in a position of responsibility in any of our schools cannot be too careful 
of his words and his acts. Never should he allow the least approach to familiarity in his relations to 
the students, such as placing his hand on the arm or shoulder of a girl student. He should in no case 
give the impression that commonness and familiarity are allowable. His lips and his hands are to 
express nothing that anyone could take advantage of. 

 
2T 458 The slightest insinuations, from whatever source they may come, inviting you to indulge in 
sin or to allow the least unwarrantable liberty with your persons, should be resented as the worst of 
insults to your dignified womanhood. The kiss upon your cheek, at an improper time and place, 
should lead you to repel the emissary of Satan with disgust. If it is from one in high places who is 
dealing in sacred things, the sin is of tenfold greater magnitude, and should lead a God-fearing 
woman or youth to recoil with horror, not only from the sin he would have you commit, but from the 
hypocrisy and villainy of one whom the people respect and honor as God's servant. He is handling 
sacred things, yet hiding his baseness of heart under a ministerial cloak. Be afraid of anything like 
this familiarity. Be sure that the least approach to it is evidence of a lascivious mind and a lustful eye. 
If the least encouragement is given in this direction, if any of the liberties mentioned are tolerated, no 
better evidence can be given that your mind is not pure and chaste as it should be, and that sin and 
crime have charms for you. You lower the standard of your dignified, virtuous womanhood, and give 
unmistakable evidence that a low, brutal, common passion and lust has been suffered to remain alive 
in your heart and has never been crucified. 

 
2T 460 With many young ladies the boys are the theme of conversation; with the young men, it is the 
girls. "Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh." They talk of those subjects upon which 
their minds mostly run. The recording angel is writing the words of these professed Christian boys 
and girls. How will they be confused and ashamed when they meet them again in the day of God! Many 
children are pious hypocrites. The youth who have not made a profession of religion stumble over 
these hypocritical ones and are hardened against any effort that may be made by those interested in 
their salvation. 

 
MM 144 When Christ is abiding in the heart, you will not be light, chaffy, and immodest, but 
circumspect, and reliable in every place, sending forth pure words like streams from a pure fountain, 
refreshing all with whom you come in contact. 

 
CT 257 Those who do nothing to encourage temptation will have strength to withstand it when it 
comes; but those who keep themselves in an atmosphere of evil will have only themselves to blame if 
they are overcome and fall from their steadfastness. In the future, good reasons will be seen for the 
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warnings  given regarding seducing spirits. Then will be seen the force of Christ's words, "Be ye 

therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." Matthew 5:48. 
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Responsibility 
 

The School’s Responsibility 
PH167 34 In our Sanitarium, our College, our Offices of publication, and in every mission, the strictest 
rules must be enforced. Nothing can so effectually demoralize these institutions, and our missions, as 
the want of prudence, and watchful reserve in the association of young men and young women. Give 
them freedom to go and come as they will in each other's company, and they will regard it as a 
restriction of their rights to be bound about with rules and regulations. Those who plead for 
the liberty to associate together are soon spoiled with love-sick sentimentalism; the enervating 
influence of this much-to-be-dreaded disease unfits them for their duties, and they cannot fill any 
position of trust. The ever-increasing potency of vicious indulgences is so great and so strong that 
there is little room to hope for the recovery of souls who are thus afflicted, unless they can see the 
matter as God sees it, and become so thoroughly disgusted as well as agonized over their course of 
action that they will have that repentance that needeth not to be repented of. 

 
FE 63 We are glad to see in any institution of learning a recognition of the importance of proper 
restraint and discipline for the young. May the efforts of all such instructors be crowned with 
success.--Signs of the Times, March 2, 1882. 

 
2T 482-483 The corrupting doctrine which has prevailed, that, as viewed from a health standpoint, 
the sexes must mingle together, has done its mischievous work. When parents and guardians 
manifest one tithe of the shrewdness which Satan possesses, then can this association of sexes be 
nearer harmless. As it is, Satan is most successful in his effort to bewitch the minds of the youth; and 
the mingling of boys and girls only increases the evil twentyfold. Let boys and girls be kept employed 
in useful labor. If they are tired, they will have less inclination to corrupt their own bodies. There is 
nothing to be hoped for in the case of the young, unless there is an entire change in the minds of 
those who are older. Vice is stamped upon the features of boys and girls, and yet what is done to stay 
the progress of this evil? Boys and young men are allowed and encouraged to take liberties by 
immodest advances of girls and young women. May God arouse fathers and mothers to work 
earnestly to change this terrible state of things, is my prayer. 

 
4T 95-96 Dr. J has recommended that the sexes mingle together; he has taught that physical and 
mental health demands a closer association with one another. Such teaching has done and is doing 
great injury to inexperienced youth and children, and is a great satisfaction to men and women of 
questionable character, whose passions have never been controlled, and who for this reason are 
suffering from various debilitating disorders. These persons are instructed, from a health standpoint, 
to be much in the company of the opposite sex. Thus a door of temptation is opened before them, 
passion rouses like a lion within their hearts, every consideration is overborne, and everything 
elevated and noble is sacrificed to lust. This is an age when the world is teeming with corruption. 
Were the minds and bodies of men and women in a healthy condition, were the animal passions 
subject to the higher intellectual powers of the mind, it might be comparatively safe to teach that 
boys and girls, and the youth of still more mature age, would be benefited by mingling much in the 
society of one another. 

If the minds of the youth of this age were pure and uncorrupted, the girls might have a softening 
influence upon the minds and manners of the boys, and the boys, with their stronger, firmer natures, 
might have a tendency to ennoble and strengthen the character of the girls. But it is a painful fact that 
there is not one girl in a hundred who is pure-minded, and there is not one boy in a hundred whose 
morals are untainted. Many who are older have gone to such lengths in dissipation that they are 
polluted, soul and body; and corruption has taken hold of a large class who pass among men and 
women as polite gentlemen and beautiful ladies. It is not the time to recommend as beneficial to 
health the mingling of the sexes, their being as much as possible in the society of one another. The 
curse of this corrupt age is the absence of true virtue and modesty. 



 45  

The Rules 
5T 109 I do not wish to have you disappointed in regard to Battle Creek. The rules are strict there. 
No courting is allowed. The school would be worth nothing to students were they to become 
entangled in love affairs as you have been. Our college would soon be demoralized. Parents do not 
send their children to our college or to our offices to commence a lovesick, sentimental life, but to be 
educated in the sciences or to learn the printer's trade. Were the rules so lax that the youth were 
allowed to become bewildered and infatuated with the society of the opposite sex as you have been 
for some months past, the object of their going to Battle Creek would be lost. If you cannot put this 
entirely out of your mind and go there with the spirit of a learner and with a purpose to arouse 
yourself to the most earnest, humble, sincere efforts, praying that you may have a close connection 
with God, it would be better for you to remain at home. 

 
4T 433 The course pursued at the college by Brother C, in seeking the society of young ladies, was 
wrong. This was not the object for which he was sent to Battle Creek. Students are not sent here to 
form attachments, to indulge in flirtation or courting, but to obtain an education. Should they be 
allowed to follow their own inclinations in this respect, the college would soon become demoralized. 
Several have used their precious school days in slyly flirting and courting, notwithstanding the 
vigilance of professors and teachers. When a teacher of any of the branches takes advantage of his 
position to win the affections of his students with a view to marriage, his course is worthy of severest 
censure. 

 
8MR 256 We have labored hard to keep in check everything in the school like favoritism, 
attachments, and courting. We have told the students that we would not allow the first thread of this 
to be interwoven with their school work. On this point we were as firm as a rock. I told them that 
they must dismiss all idea of forming attachments while at school. The young ladies must keep 
themselves to themselves, and the young gentlemen must do the same. The school was established at 
a great expense, both of time and labor, to enable students to obtain an all-round education, that they 
might gain a knowledge of agriculture, a knowledge of the common branches of education, and above 
all, a knowledge of the Word of God. The study of the Word is to be their educator.--Letter 145, 1897, 
p. 3. (To W. C. White, August 15, 1897.) 

 
CT 101 Again and again I stood before the students in the Avondale school with messages from the 
Lord regarding the deleterious influence of free and easy association between young men and young 
women. I told them that if they did not keep themselves to themselves, and endeavor to make the 
most of their time, the school would not benefit them, and those who were paying their expenses 
would be disappointed. I told them that if they were determined to have their own will and their own 
way, it would be better for them to return to their homes and to the guardianship of their parents. 
This they could do at any time if they decided not to stand under the yoke of obedience, for we did 
not design to have a few leading spirits in wrongdoing demoralizing the other students. 

 
CH 294 Those who give evidence that their thoughts run in a low channel, whose conversation tends 
to corrupt rather than to elevate, should be removed at once from any connection with the institution, 
for they will surely demoralize others. 

 
FE 62 The rules of this college strictly guard the association of young men and young women during 
the school term. It is only when these rules are temporarily suspended, as is sometimes the case, that 
gentlemen are permitted to accompany ladies to and from public gatherings. Our own College at 
Battle Creek has similar regulations, though not so stringent. Such rules are indispensable to guard 
the youth from the danger of premature courtship and unwise marriage. Young people are sent to 
school by their parents to obtain an education, not to flirt with the opposite sex. The good of society, 
as well as the highest interest of the students, demands that they shall not attempt to select a life 
partner while their own character is yet undeveloped, their judgment immature, and while they are at 
the same time deprived of parental care and guidance. 
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CH 294 The guardians of the institution must ever maintain a high standard and carefully watch over 
the youth entrusted to them by parents as learners or helpers in the various departments. When 
young men and women work together a sympathy is created among them which frequently grows 
into sentimentalism. If the guardians are indifferent to this, lasting injury may be done to these souls 
and the high moral tone of the institution will be compromised. If any, patients or helpers, continue 
their familiarity by deception after having had judicious instruction, they should not be retained in 
the institution, for their influence will affect those who are innocent and unsuspecting. Young girls 
will lose their maidenly modesty and be led to act deceptively because their affections have become 
entangled. . . . 
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Counsel 
 

Counsel at Every Step 
AH 331 (Moral Standards) There is no safety for any man, young or old, unless he feels the necessity 
of seeking God for counsel at every step. Those only who maintain close communion with God will 
learn to place His estimate upon men, to reverence the pure, the good, the humble, and the meek. The 
heart must be garrisoned as was that of Joseph. Then temptations to depart from integrity will be 
met with decision: "How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?" The strongest 
temptation is no excuse for sin. No matter how severe the pressure brought to bear upon you, sin is 
your own act. The seat of the difficulty is the unrenewed heart. 

 
MM 152 God will not bless those who work without taking counsel with their brethren. Any Seventh- 
day Adventist who supposes that in himself he is a complete whole, and that he can at all times safely 
follow his own mind and judgment, is not to be trusted; for he is not walking in the light as Christ is in 
the light. There will be many who have not a correct sense of what they are doing. Men need clear 
ideas, deep spirituality. In His service God desires every man to move sensibly, weighing the motives 
prompting his movements. 

 
TM 191 What they need is to be imbued with the spirit of Christ. If they take hold of His strength, 
they will make peace with Him; then they will be in a fair way to make peace with their fellow 
laborers. The less of the meekness and lowliness of Christ the human agent has in his spirit and 
character, the more he sees perfection in his own methods and imperfection in the methods of 
others. Our only safety is to watch unto prayer, and to counsel together, believing that God will keep 
our brethren as well as ourselves, for there is no respect of persons with Him. God will work for us 
when we are faithful students and the doers of His words. 

 
AA 205 In his work, Timothy constantly sought Paul's advice and instruction. He did not move from 
impulse, but exercised consideration and calm thought, inquiring at every step, Is this the way of the 
Lord? The Holy Spirit found in him one who could be molded and fashioned as a temple for the 
indwelling of the divine Presence. 

 
2T 226 (Contemplating Marriage) You should have felt that with your own evil heart to subdue you 
could not be brought in connection with an influence which would make it more difficult for you to 
overcome self, make your path upward to heaven more rugged. You have now made your religious 
progress tenfold more difficult than when you stood alone. It is true you were lonely, for you had lost 
a precious jewel. But if you had counseled with your brethren, and committed your ways to the Lord, 
He would have opened the way for you to have connected yourself with one who could have been a 
help to you instead of a hindrance. 

 
MYP 447 If there is any subject that should be considered with calm reason and unimpassioned 
judgment, it is the subject of marriage. If ever the Bible is needed as a counselor, it is before taking a 
step that binds persons together for life. But the prevailing sentiment is that in this matter the 
feelings are to be the guide; and in too many cases love-sick sentimentalism takes the helm and 
guides to certain ruin. It is here that the youth show less intelligence than on any other subject; it is 
here that they refuse to be reasoned with. The question of marriage seems to have a bewitching 
power over them. They do not submit themselves to God. Their senses are enchained, and they move 
forward in secretiveness, as if fearful that their plans would be interfered with by some one. 

 
CT 223 The reason that so grave mistakes are made by the youth is that they do not learn from the 
experience of those who have lived longer than they have. Students cannot afford to pass off with jest 
or ridicule the cautions and instruction of parents and teachers. They should cherish every lesson, 
realizing at the same time their need of deeper teaching than any human being can give. When Christ 
abides in the heart by faith, His Spirit becomes a power to purify and vivify the soul. Truth in the 
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heart cannot fail of having a correcting influence upon the life. Let both teachers and students hold 
the truth of God as a treasure of the highest value, which must not be dimmed or tarnished by 
practices that are out of harmony with its holy character. 

 

God as Our Counselor 
Psa 32:8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with 
mine eye. 

 
MYP 435 Above all, make Christ your counselor. Study His word with prayer. 

 
9T 276 Let God teach you His way. Inquire of Him daily to know His will. He will give unerring 
counsel to all who seek Him with a sincere heart. Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith you are 
called, praising God in your daily conversation as well as in your prayers. Thus, holding forth the 
word of life, you will constrain other souls to become followers of Christ. 

 
MYP 43 Marriage is something that will influence and affect your life both in this world and in the 
world to come. A sincere Christian will not advance his plans in this direction without the knowledge 
that God approves his course. He will not want to choose for himself, but will feel that God must 
choose for him. We are not to please ourselves, for Christ pleased not Himself. I would not be 
understood to mean that anyone is to marry one whom he does not love. This would be sin. But fancy 
and the emotional nature must not be allowed to lead on to ruin. God requires the whole heart, the 
supreme affections. 

 

Parents as Counselors 
 

 
Prov 1:8-9 [8] My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother: 
[9]For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck. 

 
MYP 435 If you are blessed with God-fearing parents, seek counsel of them. Open to them your 
hopes and plans, learn the lessons which their life experiences have taught, and you will be saved 
many a heartache. 

 
PP 171 In ancient times marriage engagements were generally made by the parents, and this was the 
custom among those who worshiped God. None were required to marry those whom they could not 
love; but in the bestowal of their affections the youth were guided by the judgment of their 
experienced, God-fearing parents. It was regarded as a dishonor to parents, and even a crime, to 
pursue a course contrary to this. 

 
AH 75 "Should parents," you ask, "select a companion without regard to the mind or feelings of son or 
daughter?" I put the question to you as it should be: Should a son or daughter select a companion 
without first consulting the parents, when such a step must materially affect the happiness of parents 
if they have any affection for their children? And should that child, notwithstanding the counsel and 
entreaties of his parents, persist in following his own course? I answer decidedly: No; not if he never 
marries. The fifth commandment forbids such a course. "Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy 
days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee." Here is a commandment with a 
promise which the Lord will surely fulfill to those who obey. Wise parents will never select 
companions for their children without respect to their wishes. 

 

Counsel with Men of Experience 
 

MYP 445 The young have many lessons to learn, and the most important one is to learn to know 
themselves. They should have correct ideas of their obligations and duties to their parents, and 
should be constantly learning in the school of Christ to be meek and lowly of heart. While they are to 
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love and honor their parents, they are also to respect the judgment of men of experience with whom 
they are connected in the church. 

 
AH 72 When so much misery results from marriage, why will not the youth be wise? Why will they 
continue to feel that they do not need the counsel of older and more experienced persons? In 
business, men and women manifest great caution. Before engaging in any important enterprise, they 
prepare themselves for their work. Time, money, and much careful study are devoted to the subject, 
lest they shall make a failure in their undertaking. 

How much greater caution should be exercised in entering the marriage relation--a relation which 
affects future generations and the future life? Instead of this, it is often entered upon with jest and 
levity, impulse and passion, blindness and lack of calm consideration. The only explanation of this is 
that Satan loves to see misery and ruin in the world, and he weaves this net to entangle souls. He 
rejoices to have these inconsiderate persons lose their enjoyment of this world and their home in the 
world to come. 

 
2SM 361 Some men have insight into matters, having ability to counsel. It is a gift of God. In moments 
when the cause of God is in need of words, sound and solemn and solid, they can speak words which 
will lead minds perplexed and in darkness, to see as a quick flash of sunlight the course for them to 
pursue, [the answer to the question] which has filled them with perplexity and baffled their minds in 
study for weeks and months. There is an unraveling, a clearing up of the path before them, and the 
Lord has let His sunlight in, and they see their prayers are answered, their way is made clear. But 
some rash advice may be given--only get out of Battle Creek, notwithstanding there is nothing clearly 
defined as to what improvement they will make in spiritual advancement for themselves or others in 
doing this. 

 

When Counsel from Men Differs from Our View 
5T 29 "Counsel together" is the message which has been again and again repeated to me by the angel 
of God. By influencing one man's judgment, Satan may endeavor to control matters to suit himself. He 
may succeed in misleading the minds of two persons; but, when several consult together, there is 
more safety. Every plan will be more closely criticized; every advance move more carefully studied. 
Hence there will be less danger of precipitate, ill-advised moves, which would bring confusion, 
perplexity, and defeat. In union there is strength. In division there is weakness and defeat. 

 
TM 315 You must not walk independently of all counsel. It is your duty to counsel with your 
brethren. This may touch your pride, but the humility of a mind taught by the Holy Spirit will listen to 
counsel, and will banish all self-confidence. When counsel is given that conflicts with your personal 
wishes, you are not to think that your own wisdom is sufficient for you to give counsel to others, or 
that you can afford to neglect the counsel given. 

 
5T 293 There are a thousand temptations in disguise prepared for those who have the light of truth; 
and the only safety for any of us is in receiving no new doctrine, no new interpretation of the 
Scriptures, without first submitting it to brethren of experience. Lay it before them in a humble, 
teachable spirit, with earnest prayer; and if they see no light in it, yield to their judgment; for "in the 
multitude of counselors there is safety." 

 

A Possible Danger 
5T 463 God has given to every man his work. Let us each wait on God, and He will teach us how to 
work and what work we are best adapted to perform. Yet none are to start out in an independent 
spirit to promulgate new theories. The workers should be in harmony with the truth and with their 
brethren. There should be counsel and co-operation. But they are not to feel that at every step they 
must wait to ask some higher officer if they may do this or that. Look not to man for guidance, but to 
the God of Israel. 
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5T 724 But while education, training, and the counsel of those of experience are all essential, the 
workers should be taught that they are not to rely wholly upon any man's judgment. As God's free 
agents, all should ask wisdom of Him. When the learner depends wholly upon another's thoughts, 
and goes no further than to accept his plans, he sees only through that man's eyes and is, so far, only 
an echo of another. God deals with men as responsible beings. He will work by His Spirit through the 
mind He has put in man, if man will only give Him a chance to work and will recognize His dealings. 
He designs that each shall use his mind and conscience for himself. He does not intend that one man 
shall become the shadow of another, uttering only another's sentiments. 

 
DA 668 As Christ lived the law in humanity, so we may do if we will take hold of the Strong for 
strength. But we are not to place the responsibility of our duty upon others, and wait for them to tell 
us what to do. We cannot depend for counsel upon humanity. The Lord will teach us our duty just as 
willingly as He will teach somebody else. If we come to Him in faith, He will speak His mysteries to us 
personally. Our hearts will often burn within us as One draws nigh to commune with us as He did with 
Enoch. Those who decide to do nothing in any line that will displease God, will know, after presenting 
their case before Him, just what course to pursue. And they will receive not only wisdom, but 
strength. Power for obedience, for service, will be imparted to them, as Christ has promised. 
Whatever was given to Christ--the "all things" to supply the need of fallen men--was given to Him as 
the head and representative of humanity. And "whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we 
keep His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight." 1 John 3:22. 

 
TM 326 But God is greatly dishonored when men are placed in the position where God should be. He 
alone can give unerring counsel. 

 
TM 381 The promises of God are full and abundant, and there is no need for anyone to depend upon 
humanity for strength. To all that call upon Him, God is near to help and succor. And He is greatly 
dishonored when, after inviting our confidence, we turn from Him--the only One who will not 
misunderstand us, the only One who can give unerring counsel--to men who in their human 
weakness are liable to lead us astray. 

 
8T 146 There is danger that men will receive the counsel of men, when by so doing they will discard 
the counsel of God. Oh, what lessons all must learn before they will understand that God seeth not as 
man seeth. The Lord says: "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways. . . . 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts 
than your thoughts." Isaiah 55:8, 9. Unless there is a decided reformation among the people of God, 
He will turn His face from them. 

 
9T 280 Every church member should understand that God is the one to whom to look for an 
understanding of individual duty. It is right that brethren counsel together; but when men arrange 
just what their brethren shall do, let them answer that they have chosen the Lord as their counselor. 
Those who will humbly seek Him will find His grace sufficient. But when one man allows another to 
step in between him and the duty that God has pointed out to him, giving to man his confidence and 
accepting him as guide, then he steps from the true platform to a false and dangerous one. Such a 
man, instead of growing and developing, will lose his spirituality. 
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